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China?s huge environmental challenges are significant for us all. They affect not
only the health and well-being of China but the very future of the planet.

In the second edition of this acclaimed, trailblazing book, noted China specialist
and environmentalist Judith Shapiro investigates China?s struggle to achieve
sustainable development against a backdrop of acute rural poverty and soaring
middle class consumption. Using five core analytical concepts to explore the
complexities of this struggle - the implications of globalization, the challenges of
governance; contested national identity, the evolution of civil society, and
problems of environmental justice and displacement of environmental harm -
Shapiro poses a number of pressing questions: Can the Chinese people equitably
achieve the higher living standards enjoyed in the developed world? Are China's
environmental problems so severe that they may shake the government's stability,
legitimacy and control? To what extent are China?s environmental problems due
to world-wide patterns of consumption? Does China's rise bode ill for the
displacement of environmental harm to other parts of the world? And in a world
of increasing limits on resources, how can we build a system in which people
enjoy equal access to resources without taking them from successive generations,
from the vulnerable, or from other species?

China and the planet are at a pivotal moment; transformation to a more
sustainable development model is still possible. But - as Shapiro persuasively
argues - doing so will require humility, creativity, and a rejection of business as
usual. The window of opportunity will not be open much longer.
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China?s huge environmental challenges are significant for us all. They affect not only the health and well-
being of China but the very future of the planet.

In the second edition of this acclaimed, trailblazing book, noted China specialist and environmentalist Judith
Shapiro investigates China?s struggle to achieve sustainable development against a backdrop of acute rural
poverty and soaring middle class consumption. Using five core analytical concepts to explore the
complexities of this struggle - the implications of globalization, the challenges of governance; contested
national identity, the evolution of civil society, and problems of environmental justice and displacement of
environmental harm - Shapiro poses a number of pressing questions: Can the Chinese people equitably
achieve the higher living standards enjoyed in the developed world? Are China's environmental problems so
severe that they may shake the government's stability, legitimacy and control? To what extent are China?s
environmental problems due to world-wide patterns of consumption? Does China's rise bode ill for the
displacement of environmental harm to other parts of the world? And in a world of increasing limits on
resources, how can we build a system in which people enjoy equal access to resources without taking them
from successive generations, from the vulnerable, or from other species?

China and the planet are at a pivotal moment; transformation to a more sustainable development model is
still possible. But - as Shapiro persuasively argues - doing so will require humility, creativity, and a rejection
of business as usual. The window of opportunity will not be open much longer.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Judith Shapiro is a professor in the School of International Service at American University, Washington
DC. She is the author of Mao's War against Nature and the co-author of Son of the Revolution and other
books on China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

The book China's Environmental Challenges (China Today) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a
book China's Environmental Challenges (China Today) for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a publication China's Environmental Challenges (China
Today). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Pedro Murray:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
China's Environmental Challenges (China Today), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Frances Pierce:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping China's Environmental Challenges
(China Today) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick China's Environmental Challenges (China Today) become your current starter.
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Ann Ginsberg:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That China's Environmental Challenges (China Today) can give
you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have China's Environmental Challenges
(China Today).
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