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Nissinen's award-winning book surveys attitudes in the ancient world toward
homoeroticism, that is, erotic same-sex relations. Focusing on the Bible and its
cultural environment-Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, I sragl-Nissinen concisely and
readably introduces the relevant sources and their historical contextsin a
readable way. Homoeraticism is examined as a part of gender identity, i.e., the
interplay of sexual orientation, gender identification, gender roles, and sexual
practice. In the patriarchal cultures of the biblical world, Nissinen shows,
homoeratic practices were regarded as arole construction between the active and
passive partners rather than as expressions of an orientation moderns call
"homosexuality." Nissinen shows how this applies to the limited acceptance of
homoeratic relationshipsin Greek and Roman culture, aswell asto Isragl's and
the early church's condemnation of any same-sex erotic activity. For readers
interested in the ancient world or contemporary debates, Nissinen's fascinating
study shows why the ancient texts - both biblical and nonbiblical - are not
appropriate for use as sources of direct analogy or argument in today's
discussion.
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Nissinen's award-winning book surveys attitudes in the ancient world toward homoeroticism, that is, erotic
same-sex relations. Focusing on the Bible and its cultural environment-Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, |srael-
Nissinen concisely and readably introduces the relevant sources and their historical contextsin areadable
way. Homoeroticism is examined as a part of gender identity, i.e., theinterplay of sexual orientation, gender
identification, gender roles, and sexual practice. In the patriarchal cultures of the biblical world, Nissinen
shows, homoerotic practices were regarded as arole construction between the active and passive partners
rather than as expressions of an orientation moderns call "homosexuality.” Nissinen shows how this applies
to the limited acceptance of homoerotic relationships in Greek and Roman culture, aswell asto Israel's and
the early church's condemnation of any same-sex erotic activity. For readers interested in the ancient world
or contemporary debates, Nissinen's fascinating study shows why the ancient texts - both biblical and
nonbiblical - are not appropriate for use as sources of direct analogy or argument in today's discussion.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: Finnish

From the Back Cover

"I strongly recommend Nissinen's work. It fillsamajor need in contextualizing the Old Testament references
to homosexual relationsin a study of ancient Near Eastern references to same-sex sexual interactions. Many
of the relevant texts have simply not been accessible to the general reader heretofore." ---Phyllis Bird
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

About the Author
Martti Nissinen is Reader and Professor in Old Testament Studies, University of Helsinki, Senior Researcher
of the Finnish Academy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jason Hill:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you.

Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Sherri King:

Here thing why this particular Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content from it
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical
Perspective giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis
no reserve that similar with Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective. It givesyou
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Homoeraoticism in
the Biblical World: A Historical Perspectivein e-book can be your choice.
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Lillian Vaughn:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get ahead of. The Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Eugene Howard:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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