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Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook, edited by Ralph Lerner and
Muhsin Mahdi, has been a classroom favorite since its publication in 1963. When
it first appeared, it was the only anthology of medieval political philosophy to
contain major texts from all three Western monotheistic traditions?Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam?and that claim remains true today. This new edition of this
classic text of political philosophy?revised and enlarged by Joshua Parens and
Joseph C. Macfarland?will make accessible to today's students the insights of
these profound medieval thinkers.

Prior to the modern separation of religion from politics, these medieval thinkers
explored a variety of approaches to the relation between religion and
politics?approaches that prompted renewed interest in a world divided over how
best to relate the two. For the authors gathered in this volume?including Alfarabi,
Alghazali, Averroes, Maimonides, Judah Halevi, Thomas Aquinas, Boethius of
Dacia, and Dante Alighieri among many others?there was a greater uniformity of
general intention than at any other period. All of these authors studied the works
of classical political philosophy and considered in a variety of ways the
implications of this political thought for their contemporary situation in a
monotheistic religious community.
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Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook, edited by Ralph Lerner and Muhsin Mahdi, has been a
classroom favorite since its publication in 1963. When it first appeared, it was the only anthology of
medieval political philosophy to contain major texts from all three Western monotheistic
traditions?Christianity, Judaism, and Islam?and that claim remains true today. This new edition of this
classic text of political philosophy?revised and enlarged by Joshua Parens and Joseph C. Macfarland?will
make accessible to today's students the insights of these profound medieval thinkers.

Prior to the modern separation of religion from politics, these medieval thinkers explored a variety of
approaches to the relation between religion and politics?approaches that prompted renewed interest in a
world divided over how best to relate the two. For the authors gathered in this volume?including Alfarabi,
Alghazali, Averroes, Maimonides, Judah Halevi, Thomas Aquinas, Boethius of Dacia, and Dante Alighieri
among many others?there was a greater uniformity of general intention than at any other period. All of these
authors studied the works of classical political philosophy and considered in a variety of ways the
implications of this political thought for their contemporary situation in a monotheistic religious community.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This updated collection is as timely now as it was back then: few students of political theory are sufficiently
conversant with the rich medieval tradition of reflection on such problems as 'reason and revelation' or
‘natural and divine law.’ . . . One cannot argue with the enduring relevance of this work for the study of
political philosophy. Summing Up: Highly recommended."?Choice (January 2012)

About the Author
Joshua Parens is Professor of Philosophy and Dean of the Braniff Graduate School of Liberal Arts at the
University of Dallas. He is the author of An Islamic Philosophy of Virtuous Religions and Maimonides and
Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of Human Nature.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
undefined (General Introduction to Medieval Political Philosophy, Second Edition)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Irizarry:

Here thing why that Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora
Editions) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) in e-book can be your substitute.

Tina Alley:

This book untitled Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.
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Donald White:

The reserve with title Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Deanna Thompson:

Medieval Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Medieval
Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Agora Editions) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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