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Host of the first gay pride in the Sinophone world, Taiwan is well-known for its
mushrooming of liberal attitudes towards non-normative genders and sexualities
after the lifting of Martial Law in 1987. Perverse Taiwan is the first collection of
its kind to contextualize that development from an interdisciplinary perspective,
focusing on its genealogical roots, sociological manifestations, and cultural
representations.

This book enriches and reorients our understanding of postcolonial queer East
Asia. Challenging a heteronormative understanding of Taiwan’s past and present,
it provides fresh critical analyses of a range of topics from queer criminality and
literature in the 1950s and 1960s to the growing popularity of cross-dressing
performance and tongzhi (gay and lesbian) cinema on the cusp of a new
millennium. Together, the contributions provide a detailed account of the rise and
transformations of queer cultures in post-World War II Taiwan.

By instigating new dialogues across disciplinary divides, this book will have
broad appeal to students and scholars of Asian studies and queer studies,
especially those interested in history, anthropology, literature, film, media, and
performance.
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Host of the first gay pride in the Sinophone world, Taiwan is well-known for its mushrooming of liberal
attitudes towards non-normative genders and sexualities after the lifting of Martial Law in 1987. Perverse
Taiwan is the first collection of its kind to contextualize that development from an interdisciplinary
perspective, focusing on its genealogical roots, sociological manifestations, and cultural representations.

This book enriches and reorients our understanding of postcolonial queer East Asia. Challenging a
heteronormative understanding of Taiwan’s past and present, it provides fresh critical analyses of a range of
topics from queer criminality and literature in the 1950s and 1960s to the growing popularity of cross-
dressing performance and tongzhi (gay and lesbian) cinema on the cusp of a new millennium. Together, the
contributions provide a detailed account of the rise and transformations of queer cultures in post-World War
II Taiwan.

By instigating new dialogues across disciplinary divides, this book will have broad appeal to students and
scholars of Asian studies and queer studies, especially those interested in history, anthropology, literature,
film, media, and performance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An illuminating and provocative read. Perverse Taiwan is the first collection of essays to trace the
development of unruly? sexual bodies, communities, and cultural imaginings in Taiwan from the immediate
postwar era to the present. A welcome addition to the bourgeoning field of queer Asian studies, the volume
is especially impressive for its combination of geographical focus, historiographical depth, interdisciplinary
breadth, and theoretical vision. Drawing on fields as diverse as the history of science, literary studies,
sociology, medical anthropology, performance studies, and cinema studies, the volume compellingly
establishes Taiwan as a fascinating transit point in East Asia where multiple modernizing regimes intersect
and produce ever-shifting meanings of normality and ?transgression." Tze-lan D. Sang

"Examining the multiple genealogies of queer cultural politics in Taiwan and teasing out how transnational
sexual modernities intersect on this island as it has been subjected to the forces of imperial China, colonial
Japan, Cold War US, the neoliberal Asia Pacific, and the transcolonial Sinophone world, Perverse Taiwan
offers fresh critical angles to look at the emergence of queer Taiwan in transnational cultural circuits. A must
read for anyone interested in gender politics, global queer studies, East Asian history and culture, Sinophone
studies, and Taiwan studies." Kuei-fen Chiu

About the Author

Howard Chiang is Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the University of Waterloo, Canada.

Yin Wang is Assistant Professor in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at the National
Cheng Kung University, Taiwan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Perverse
Taiwan (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have different opinion?
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Tom Burkhardt:

This Perverse Taiwan (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series) are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Perverse Taiwan (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia
Series) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Perverse Taiwan (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffery Bruce:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Perverse Taiwan (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series), you may tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Lisa Loo:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Perverse Taiwan (Routledge
Research on Gender in Asia Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.
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