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welfare rolls of the Depression to become the most successful Black businessman
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Black multimillionaire Johnson, assisted by Bennett, executive editor of Ebony magazine, recounts with
simplicity, zest and humorous anecdotes how, as a 24-year-old from a small Mississippi River town, he
parlayed a $500 loan into a publishing, cosmetics and insurance empire. Negro Digest , the first magazine he
founded, was followed by Ebony (the first national black publication) and Jet . Thanks to success brought
about by his sound social, business and political instincts, Johnson now enjoys a life spent "going first class,"
including owning a Palm Springs mountain-top home; participating in corporate board meetings (where he is
accustomed to being the only black); and hobnobbing with the likes of Michael and Jesse Jackson and
Gorbachev. Credited by some with "inventing" the black consumer market, Johnson is proudest of his role in
reporting and abetting the crusade of Martin Luther King Jr. And despite his successes, he contends, without
bitterness, that his millions could have been billions were it not for the "live wire of race." Photos not seen
by PW.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
According to Forbes magazine, Johnson is one of the 400 richest Americans. He is CEO of the Johnson
Publishing Company, rated among the top 100 African-American-owned businesses. Born into poverty,
Johnson was 15 years old when he moved from Arkansas City to Chicago. There he discovered the vast
untapped potential of the black consumer marketplace, and in 1942, 24-year-old Johnson created his first
magazine, Negro Digest , a phenomenal success soon followed by Ebony and Jet . By expanding into
broadcasting, TV production, and cosmetics, Johnson has helped his company maintain a strong balance
sheet. He has also held numerous diplomatic posts. Bennett, executive editor of Ebony, helps Johnson
present his story within the broader context of post-World War II America. Highly recommended for most
libraries. Literary Guild and Doubleday Book Club alternates.
- Gary D. Barber, SUNY at Fredonia Lib.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Desiree Schwindt:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Succeeding Against the Odds: The Autobiography of a Great
American Businessman.
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Jane Rich:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Succeeding Against the Odds: The Autobiography of a Great
American Businessman was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Succeeding Against the Odds: The
Autobiography of a Great American Businessman is not only giving you much more new information but
also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book Succeeding Against the Odds: The Autobiography of
a Great American Businessman. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

James Hose:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Succeeding
Against the Odds: The Autobiography of a Great American Businessman is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Alva Sexton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Succeeding Against the Odds: The
Autobiography of a Great American Businessman that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Succeeding Against the Odds: The
Autobiography of a Great American Businessman become your own starter.
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