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The Traité de I'harmonie of Jen-Philippe Rameau is one of the most important
books in the history of Western music. Written while Rameau was still a
relatively obscure organist and music master at Clermont-Ferrand, the book
received but one printing during Rameau's life, in 1722, shortly before he settled
in Paris. The Traité was immediately recognized as a profound advance in
musical theory, however, and it established Rameau's reputation as a theorist. His
book was the first to codify those principles of tonality that were to dominate the
music of the West for almost two centuries. Even today the theories of Rameau
remain the basis for the study of harmony.

Rameau's Traité de I'harmonie is divided into four books, the first of which
presents the mathematical basis from which Rameau sought to derive his
theories. Book Two may be considered the most important section of the Traité;
in it Rameau generates his entire harmonic system from fundamental principles,
explaining intervals, chords, and modes — everything, in fact, essential to
musical composition in tonal style. Working from the principles developed in
Books One and Two, Book Three treats the practical rules of composition,
including such topics as harmonic modulation and chord progressions. Book
Four concerns the practical art of accompaniment on harpsichord or organ,
including the realization of afigured bass. Corrections added by Rameau in a
supplement are included in the text, and all the musical examples have been reset
in modern musical notation. In addition, two pages from a unique copy of the
first issue of the first edition are given in facsimile. The translator's introduction
discusses the history of the work, Rameau's mathematics, and his place in the
history of music theory.
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The Traité de I'harmonie of Jen-Philippe Rameau is one of the most important books in the history of
Western music. Written while Rameau was still arelatively obscure organist and music master at Clermont-
Ferrand, the book received but one printing during Rameau's life, in 1722, shortly before he settled in Paris.
The Traité was immediately recognized as a profound advance in musical theory, however, and it established
Rameaul's reputation as a theorist. His book was the first to codify those principles of tonality that were to
dominate the music of the West for ailmost two centuries. Even today the theories of Rameau remain the
basis for the study of harmony.

Rameau's Traité de I'harmonieis divided into four books, the first of which presents the mathematical basis
from which Rameau sought to derive his theories. Book Two may be considered the most important section
of the Traité; in it Rameau generates his entire harmonic system from fundamental principles, explaining
intervals, chords, and modes — everything, in fact, essential to musical composition in tonal style. Working
from the principles developed in Books One and Two, Book Three treats the practical rules of composition,
including such topics as harmonic modulation and chord progressions. Book Four concerns the practical art
of accompaniment on harpsichord or organ, including the realization of afigured bass. Corrections added by
Rameau in a supplement are included in the text, and all the musical examples have been reset in modern
musical notation. In addition, two pages from a unique copy of the first issue of the first edition are given in
facsimile. The trandator's introduction discusses the history of the work, Rameau's mathematics, and his
place in the history of music theory.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author

Philip Gossett is the Robert W. Reneker Distinguished Service Professor in Music and the College at the
University of Chicago. He is the general editor of "The Works of Giuseppe Verdi," published by the
University of Chicago Press and Casa Ricordi, and "The Works of Gioachino Rossini," In 2004 he received
one of four lifetime achievement awards given by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and in 1998 he
received the Cavaliere di Gran Croce, the highest civilian award given by the Italian government.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Chad West:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Treatise on Harmony
(Dover Books on Music) to read.

Patrick Stokes:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books
on Music) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music)
as good book not smply by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't
assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense aready said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) can be your answer since it can be read by
an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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Kristopher Lewis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on
Music) can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Treatise on Harmony
(Dover Books on Music).
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