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When the secret police came for his father in 1938, ten-year-old Konstantin saw
his family plunged into a morass of fear. His memoir of growing up in Stalinist
Russia re-creates the daily trials of people trapped in this regime before and
during the repressive years of World War 11--and the equally horrific struggles of
refugees afterwards. Konstantin reflects on his formal education under harsh
conditions and his growing awareness of the contradictions between propaganda
and readlity. Hetells of lifein a small Ukrainian town before the war and of how
some citizens collaborated with the Nazi occupation. He also offers alook at
everyday lifein early postwar Poland and Germany, aswell as one of the few
firsthand accounts of lifein postwar Displaced Persons camps.
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When the secret police came for his father in 1938, ten-year-old Konstantin saw his family plunged into a
morass of fear. His memoir of growing up in Stalinist Russia re-creates the daily trials of people trapped in
this regime before and during the repressive years of World War 11--and the equally horrific struggles of
refugees afterwards. Konstantin reflects on his formal education under harsh conditions and his growing
awareness of the contradictions between propaganda and reality. He tells of lifein asmall Ukrainian town
before the war and of how some citizens collaborated with the Nazi occupation. He also offers alook at
everyday lifein early postwar Poland and Germany, as well as one of the few firsthand accounts of lifein
postwar Displaced Persons camps.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Lamentably, Konstantin’s story is common to millions of Soviet children from the 1930s and 1940s. The
NKVD executed his father in 1938. In 1941, the 13-year-old, his younger brother, and his mother fled before
the German invasion and survived the war under desperate circumstances. Returning after the German retreat
to their Ukrainian hometown, they discovered the grim fates of friends and neighbors who had stayed. What
stands out in Konstantin's account of these terrible times, besides a matter-of-fact, descriptive tone, isthe
author’ s fondness for his mother, who kept the family safe while enduring dangerous and appalling physical
conditions. A resourceful woman, she seems to have improvised a solution to recurring crises of housing,
food, shelter, and transportation; she never gave up. With such support, Konstantin managed to experience
his adolescence along the usual lines of schoals, favorite books, chums, and bullies—though his anecdotesin
these categories are anything but usual. Replete with the perils of living under communism and in wartime,
Konstantin's lucid memoir contributes to the body of civilian witnessto World War 11. --Gilbert Taylor

Review

“Anatole Konstantin' sinformative and exciting memoir of hisfamily’s heart-rending struggle to survive the
dismal years of Soviet communism is afascinating page-turner that will appeal to aworldwide
readership.”—Jules K oslow

“Konstantin’s memoir is a gut-wrenching portrayal of his boyhood in Stalin’s Soviet Union before and
during World War 11. It should be required reading for every high school student in the United
States.” —Elizabeth Fuller

About the Author

In 1949, upon graduation from the Technical University of Munich in Germany, Anatole Konstantin
immigrated to the United States and continued his study of engineering at Columbia University. He founded
PDC International Corporation and livesin Connecticut.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marni Elliott:

Here thing why this specific A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with
A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties
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in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin in e-book can
be your option.

Jeffery Hall:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under
Stalin book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Miguel Ross:

The e-book with title A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin has alot of information that you can study
it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

AnnaHart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin when you essential it?
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