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In this discursive commentary Joseph Blenkinsopp explores the story of
Abraham -- iconic ancestor of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam -- as told in
Genesis 11-25. Presented in continuous discussion rather than in verse-by-verse
form, Blenkinsopp’s commentary focuses on the literary and theological artistry
of the narrative as a whole.

Blenkinsopp discussses a range of issues raised in the Abraham saga, including
confirmation of God’s promises, Isaac’s sacrifice and the death of Jesus, and
Abraham’s other beloved son, Ishmael. Each chapter has a section called “Filling
in the Gaps,” which probes some of the vast amount of Jewish, Christian, and
Islamic commentary that the basic Genesis text has generated through the ages.

In an epilogue Blenkinsopp looks at Abraham in early Christianity and expresses
his own views, as a Christian, on Abraham. Readers of Blenkinsopp’s Abraham:
The Story of a Life will surely come away with a deeper, richer understanding of
this seminal ancient figure.
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In this discursive commentary Joseph Blenkinsopp explores the story of Abraham -- iconic ancestor of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam -- as told in Genesis 11-25. Presented in continuous discussion rather than in
verse-by-verse form, Blenkinsopp’s commentary focuses on the literary and theological artistry of the
narrative as a whole.

Blenkinsopp discussses a range of issues raised in the Abraham saga, including confirmation of God’s
promises, Isaac’s sacrifice and the death of Jesus, and Abraham’s other beloved son, Ishmael. Each chapter
has a section called “Filling in the Gaps,” which probes some of the vast amount of Jewish, Christian, and
Islamic commentary that the basic Genesis text has generated through the ages.

In an epilogue Blenkinsopp looks at Abraham in early Christianity and expresses his own views, as a
Christian, on Abraham. Readers of Blenkinsopp’s Abraham: The Story of a Life will surely come away with
a deeper, richer understanding of this seminal ancient figure.
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Editorial Review

Review

Walter Brueggemann
— Columbia Theological Seminary
"Learned historian that he is, Joseph Blenkinsopp here brings his best critical eye to the Abraham narratives,
paying primary attention to the ongoing role and function of the Abraham tradition. . . . Blenkinsopp's brief,
disciplined commentary provides us with a sound critical summary of the text, its claims, and its rich
resources for faith. Much of the force of the book comes from observing how this master interpreter goes
about his work."

Jon D. Levenson
— Harvard University
"In clear and engaging language, one of the most accomplished biblical scholars of our time sheds much
light on the figure of Abraham in Genesis, challenging scholarly conventions along the way and placing the
narratives about him in a new framework. All readers can learn and benefit from Blenkinsopp's
interpretations."

Lester L. Grabbe
— University of Hull
"A `discursive commentary' on the intriguing story of Abraham, a seminal figure for three religions. . . . This
book will enable many ordinary readers to come to grips with the Abraham story anew, in a way they never
have before from just reading the text on their own or relying on sermons and Sunday school."

Baruch Halpern
— University of Georgia
"A profound study of the biographies of Abraham from the ninth century B.C.E. to the early Christian era.
There is something to be learned on nearly every page."

Gary N. Knoppers
— University of Notre Dame
"Blenkinsopp has furnished us with a creative re-imagining of Abraham and his emergence in biblical
tradition. A fascinating and provocative study."

Spirit & Life
"In this relatively slim volume, Blenkinsopp carefully examines the Abraham narratives in the Bible and
beyond. . . . For any who wish to understand the implications of Abraham's life and journey, this book is well
worth reading."
 

About the Author

Joseph Blenkinsopp is John A. O'Brien Professor Emeritus ofBiblical Studies at the University of Notre
Dame.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Abraham: The Story of a Life?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Josephine Mares:

The book Abraham: The Story of a Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Abraham: The Story of a
Life? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Abraham: The Story of a
Life has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Madeline Edwards:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Abraham: The Story of a Life
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Audrey Spence:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Abraham: The Story of a Life was filled concerning science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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