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Binary systems of stars are as common as single stars. They are of fundamental
importance because they allow stellar masses, radii and luminosities to be
measured directly, and explain a host of diverse and energetic phenomena
including X-ray binaries, cataclysmic variables, novae, symbiotic stars, and some
types of supernovae. This 2001 book was the first to provide a pedagogical and
comprehensive introduction to binary stars. It combines theory and observations
at all wavelengths to develop a unified understanding of binaries of all
categories. It comprehensively reviews methods for calculating orbits, the Roche
model, ideas about mass exchange and loss, methods for analysing light curves,
the masses and dimensions of different binary systems, and imaging the surfaces
of stars and accretion structures. This book provides a thorough introduction to
the subject for advanced undergraduate and graduate students. Researchers will
also find this to be an authoritative reference.
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Binary systems of stars are as common as single stars. They are of fundamental importance because they
allow stellar masses, radii and luminosities to be measured directly, and explain a host of diverse and
energetic phenomena including X-ray binaries, cataclysmic variables, novae, symbiotic stars, and some types
of supernovae. This 2001 book was the first to provide a pedagogical and comprehensive introduction to
binary stars. It combines theory and observations at all wavelengths to develop a unified understanding of
binaries of all categories. It comprehensively reviews methods for calculating orbits, the Roche model, ideas
about mass exchange and loss, methods for analysing light curves, the masses and dimensions of different
binary systems, and imaging the surfaces of stars and accretion structures. This book provides a thorough
introduction to the subject for advanced undergraduate and graduate students. Researchers will also find this
to be an authoritative reference.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Combining the experience of many years of teaching with an equal length of service in observational
research on binary stars, Ron Hilditch has produced a book that will be a standard reference for advanced
undergraduates, postgraduates, and more mature researchers for a long time to come ... I found this book
inspirational.' David Stickland, The Observatory

'It covers all the essentials a postgraduate student or undergraduate project student will need to know if they
will be working with and interpreting observations of close binary stars and is full of useful sources of
further information ... I would recommend this book to any astronomer who studies close binary stars or
wants a better understanding of them.' Astronomy Now

'This textbook provides advanced undergraduate and graduate students a thorough introduction to binary
stars as well as a lucid companion for courses on stellar astrophysics, stellar structure and evolution, and
observational astrophysics.' Europe & Astronomy

'This is a comprehensive companion book for courses on stellar astrophysics, and stellar structures and
evolution.' Aslib Book Guide

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

The book with title An Introduction to Close Binary Stars (Cambridge Astrophysics) has a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Howard Martinez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping An Introduction to Close Binary Stars
(Cambridge Astrophysics) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you are able to pick An Introduction to Close Binary Stars (Cambridge Astrophysics)
become your starter.
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Christopher Hill:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this An Introduction to Close Binary
Stars (Cambridge Astrophysics) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation An Introduction to Close
Binary Stars (Cambridge Astrophysics) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This
is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the An Introduction to Close Binary Stars (Cambridge Astrophysics) when you required it?
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