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An amnesia victim asking "Who am I?" means something different from a
confused adolescent asking the same question. Marya Schechtman takes issue
with analytic philosophy's emphasis on the first sort of question to the exclusion
of the second. The problem of personal identity, she suggests, is usually
understood to be a question about historical life. What she calls the
"reidentification question" is taken to be the real metaphysical question of
personal identity, whereas questions about beliefs or values and the actions they
prompt, the "characterization question," are often presented as merely
metaphorical. Failure to recognize the philosophical importance of both these
questions, Schechtman argues, has undermined analytic philosophy's attempts at
offering a satisfying account of personal identity. Considerations related to the
characterization question creep unrecognized into discussions of reidentification,
with the result that neither question is adequately addressed. Schechtman shows
how separating the two questions allows for a more fruitful approach to the
reidentification question, and she develops her own narrative account of
characterization. She suggests that persons constitute their identities by
developing autobiographical narratives that bear the right relation to facts about
the environment, the general concept of a person, and other people's concepts of
who they are.
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An amnesia victim asking "Who am I?" means something different from a confused adolescent asking the
same question. Marya Schechtman takes issue with analytic philosophy's emphasis on the first sort of
question to the exclusion of the second. The problem of personal identity, she suggests, is usually understood
to be a question about historical life. What she calls the "reidentification question" is taken to be the real
metaphysical question of personal identity, whereas questions about beliefs or values and the actions they
prompt, the "characterization question," are often presented as merely metaphorical. Failure to recognize the
philosophical importance of both these questions, Schechtman argues, has undermined analytic philosophy's
attempts at offering a satisfying account of personal identity. Considerations related to the characterization
question creep unrecognized into discussions of reidentification, with the result that neither question is
adequately addressed. Schechtman shows how separating the two questions allows for a more fruitful
approach to the reidentification question, and she develops her own narrative account of characterization.
She suggests that persons constitute their identities by developing autobiographical narratives that bear the
right relation to facts about the environment, the general concept of a person, and other people's concepts of
who they are.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This excellent and engaging book succeeds in raising questions about the dominant approach to asking
questions about our identities and our concern for the future, as well as in offering . . . the beginnings of an
alternative way to ask and answer such questions. That's quite a lot of philosophical work in such a short
book."?Ethics

"Schechtman has greatly enriched the discussion of personal identity. This stimulating book enlarges our
sense of the philosophically possible."?Christopher Williams, University of Nevada at Reno, The
Philosophical Review. October, 1998.

"Stimulating and original. I do not know of any other philosopher who connects the two areas of research on
personal identity in the way that Marya Schechtman does. The writing is exceptionally clear."?David Wong,
Brandeis University

From the Back Cover
An amnesia victim who asks "Who am I?" means something different from a confused adolescent asking the
same question. Marya Schechtman takes issue with analytic philosophy's emphasis on the first sort of
question to the exclusion of the second. The problem of personal identity, she suggests, is usually understood
to be a question about historical life. What she calls the "reidentification question" is taken to be the real
metaphysical question of personal identity, whereas questions about beliefs or values and the actions they
prompt - the "characterization question" - are often presented as merely metaphorical. Failure to recognize
the philosophical importance of both, Schechtman argues, has undermined analytic philosophy's attempts to
offer a satisfying account of personal identity. Considerations related to the characterization question creep
unrecognized into discussions of reidentification, with the result that neither question is adequately
addressed. Schechtman shows how separating the two allows for a more fruitful approach to the
reidentification question, and she develops her own narrative account of characterization.

About the Author
Marya Schechtman is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Illinois, Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Constitution of
Selves? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?
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Gregory Jones:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this The Constitution of Selves, it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Alla Haynes:

Exactly why? Because this The Constitution of Selves is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

William White:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Constitution of Selves is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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