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How can sincere, well-meaning people unintentionally perpetuate discrimination
based on race, sex, sexuality, or other socio-political factors? To address this
question, Lara Trout engages a neglected dimension of Charles S. Peirce's
philosophy - human embodiment - in order to highlight the compatibility
between Peirce's ideas and contemporary work in social criticism. This
compatibility, which has been neglected in both Peircean and social criticism
scholarship, emerges when the body is fore-grounded among the affective
dimensions of Peirce's philosophy (including feeling, emotion, belief, doubt,
instinct, and habit). Trout explains unintentional discrimination by situating
Peircean affectivity within a post-Darwinian context, using the work of
contemporary neuroscientist Antonio Damasio to facilitate this contextual move.
Since children are vulnerable, naïve, and dependent upon their caretakers for
survival, they must trust their caretaker's testimony about reality. This
dependency, coupled with societal norms that reinforce historically dominant
perspectives (such as being heterosexual, male, middle-class, and/or white),
fosters the internalization of discriminatory habits that function non-consciously
in adulthood.
The Politics of Survival brings Peirce and social criticism into conversation. On
the one hand, Peircean cognition, epistemology, phenomenology, and
metaphysics dovetail with social critical insights into the inter-relationships
among body and mind, emotion and reason, self and society. Moreover, Peirce's
epistemological ideal of an infinitely inclusive community of inquiry into
knowledge and reality implies a repudiation of exclusionary prejudice. On the
other hand, work in feminism and race theory illustrates how the application of
Peirce's infinitely inclusive communal ideal can be undermined by non-conscious
habits of exclusion internalized in childhood by members belonging to
historically dominant groups, such as the economically privileged, heterosexuals,
men, and whites. Trout offers a Peircean response to this application problem that
both acknowledges the "blind spots" of non-conscious discrimination and
recommends a communally situated network of remedies including agapic love,
critical common-sensism, scientific method, and self-control.
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How can sincere, well-meaning people unintentionally perpetuate discrimination based on race, sex,
sexuality, or other socio-political factors? To address this question, Lara Trout engages a neglected
dimension of Charles S. Peirce's philosophy - human embodiment - in order to highlight the compatibility
between Peirce's ideas and contemporary work in social criticism. This compatibility, which has been
neglected in both Peircean and social criticism scholarship, emerges when the body is fore-grounded among
the affective dimensions of Peirce's philosophy (including feeling, emotion, belief, doubt, instinct, and
habit). Trout explains unintentional discrimination by situating Peircean affectivity within a post-Darwinian
context, using the work of contemporary neuroscientist Antonio Damasio to facilitate this contextual move.
Since children are vulnerable, naïve, and dependent upon their caretakers for survival, they must trust their
caretaker's testimony about reality. This dependency, coupled with societal norms that reinforce historically
dominant perspectives (such as being heterosexual, male, middle-class, and/or white), fosters the
internalization of discriminatory habits that function non-consciously in adulthood.
The Politics of Survival brings Peirce and social criticism into conversation. On the one hand, Peircean
cognition, epistemology, phenomenology, and metaphysics dovetail with social critical insights into the
inter-relationships among body and mind, emotion and reason, self and society. Moreover, Peirce's
epistemological ideal of an infinitely inclusive community of inquiry into knowledge and reality implies a
repudiation of exclusionary prejudice. On the other hand, work in feminism and race theory illustrates how
the application of Peirce's infinitely inclusive communal ideal can be undermined by non-conscious habits of
exclusion internalized in childhood by members belonging to historically dominant groups, such as the
economically privileged, heterosexuals, men, and whites. Trout offers a Peircean response to this application
problem that both acknowledges the "blind spots" of non-conscious discrimination and recommends a
communally situated network of remedies including agapic love, critical common-sensism, scientific
method, and self-control.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Examines what is termed a neglected element of embodiment in the philosophy of Charles Sanders
Pierce."-The Chronicle of Higher Education

"The Politics of Survival provides a lucid, compelling, and exceptionally accessible account of the relevance
of Peirce and pragmatism to contemporary discussions of social justice. Trout demonstrates how Peirce's
philosophy rises above his personal prejudices to provide a unique set of tools for analyzing and criticizing
the nonconscious biases of those who believe that they are free from prejudice. The Politics of Survival is
unmatched in the manner in which it makes Peirce and pragmatism relevant to recent literature on racism and
sexism."-Mitchell Aboulafia, The Juilliard School

"This is a brave book balancing strong scholarship, clear organization,and a provocative reading of Peirce."-
Roger Ward, Georgetown College

"In this important addition to the literatures of pragmatism, social epistemology, and intergroup justice,
Trout extends C.S. Peirce's pragmatist analysis of cognition and inquiry to people's belief-habits concerning
racism and other discriminatory attitudes. . . Recommended."-Choice

About the Author

Lara Trout is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Portland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

The actual book The Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy
(FUP)) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.
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Andre Botsford:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Politics of Survival: Peirce,
Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Elmer August:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
The Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)).

Sheila Collins:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Politics of Survival: Peirce,
Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Politics of Survival:
Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) can to be your brand new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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