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America's Kingdom debunks the many myths that now surround the United
States's "special relationship" with Saudi Arabia, or what is less reverently
known as "the deal": oil for security. Taking aim at the long-held belief that the
Arabian American Oil Company, ARAMCO, made miracles happen in the
desert, Robert Vitalis shows that nothing could be further from the truth. What is
true is that oil led the U.S. government to follow the company to the kingdom.
Eisenhower agreed to train Ibn Sa'ud's army, Kennedy sent jets to defend the
kingdom, and Lyndon Johnson sold it missiles. Oil and ARAMCO quickly
became America's largest single overseas private enterprise. Beginning with the
establishment of a Jim Crow system in the Dhahran oil camps in the 1930s, the
book goes on to examine the period of unrest in the 1950s and 1960s when
workers challenged the racial hierarchy of the ARAMCO camps while a small
cadre of progressive Saudis challenged the hierarchy of the international oil
market. The defeat of these groups led to the consolidation of America's
Kingdom under the House of Fahd, the royal faction that still rules today. This is
a gripping story that covers more than seventy years, three continents, and an
engrossing cast of characters. Informed by first hand accounts from ARAMCO
employees and top U.S. government officials, this book offers the true story of
the events on the Saudi oil fields. After America's Kingdom, mythmakers will
have to work harder on their tales about ARAMCO being magical, honorable,
selfless, and enlightened.
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America's Kingdom debunks the many myths that now surround the United States's "special relationship"
with Saudi Arabia, or what is less reverently known as "the deal": oil for security. Taking aim at the long-
held belief that the Arabian American Oil Company, ARAMCO, made miracles happen in the desert, Robert
Vitalis shows that nothing could be further from the truth. What is true is that oil led the U.S. government to
follow the company to the kingdom. Eisenhower agreed to train Ibn Sa'ud's army, Kennedy sent jets to
defend the kingdom, and Lyndon Johnson sold it missiles. Oil and ARAMCO quickly became America's
largest single overseas private enterprise. Beginning with the establishment of a Jim Crow system in the
Dhahran oil camps in the 1930s, the book goes on to examine the period of unrest in the 1950s and 1960s
when workers challenged the racial hierarchy of the ARAMCO camps while a small cadre of progressive
Saudis challenged the hierarchy of the international oil market. The defeat of these groups led to the
consolidation of America's Kingdom under the House of Fahd, the royal faction that still rules today. This is
a gripping story that covers more than seventy years, three continents, and an engrossing cast of characters.
Informed by first hand accounts from ARAMCO employees and top U.S. government officials, this book
offers the true story of the events on the Saudi oil fields. After America's Kingdom, mythmakers will have to
work harder on their tales about ARAMCO being magical, honorable, selfless, and enlightened.
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Editorial Review

Review
"America's Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier by Robert Vitalis is a devastating critique of the
oil giant Aramco and how strike-breaking and racism cemented the US-Saudi relationship." (Tariq Ali The
Guardian)

"If good historiography is about unveiling hidden connections, then America's Kingdom must stand among
the best that the discipline has to offer... The book presents a wealth of previously unknown facts and
anecdotes, is written more wittily than any other Saudi-related book, and is meticulously referenced, drawing
on sources from eight different (American) archives." (Business History Review)

"Rich, marvelously researched, and densely argued... If you want to understand the histories of race,
capitalism, and politics that have undergirded U.S. policy in the Middle East?if you want to understand not
only why oil matters but how its structures have structured us?then America's Kingdom is an excellent place
to begin." (American Quarterly)

"This excellent book makes big arguments about Saudi Arabia, Saudi-American relations, and the myth of
American exceptionalism. It is particularly trenchant in putting paid the conventional wisdom about
ARAMCO and its role in Saudi Arabia. Henceforth, no one can make serious arguments about these topics
without reference to this book." (F. Gregory Gause Author of Oil Monarchies)

"A brilliant, original, and stimulating book,America's Kingdom rewrites the history of America's relationship
with Saudi Arabia. Placing the relationship in a wider context of U.S. business interests abroad, Vitalis offers
a radically new view of the motives and methods that shaped America's decisive encounter with the Arab
world." (Tim Mitchell New York University)

"Groundbreaking is a word too often used in assessing historical scholarship. Yet its application to Robert
Vitalis's book is nothing less than a necessity. The result of painstaking research in not only heretofore
unused but previously unknown records, the book makes a major contribution to a variety of fields:
international history, U.S.-Saudi relations, business history, American race history, and more... Solidly
grounded in both archival materials and multidisciplinary insights, his study transforms our understanding
not only about ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia but also about the transplantation of American society abroad.
Those seeking to explain the present U.S. place in the world should consider it essential reading." (American
Historical Review)

"America's Kingdom is a fascinating exercise in what Vitalis refers to as "reverse-engineering," the power of
such myths and the process of their construction, a process driven by corporation magazines, popular
histories and even the reporting of major newspapers." (San Francisco Chronicle)

"Robert Vitalis has written the single most important book on the U.S.-Saudi relationship. Here is the story
carefully excluded from Aramco and even scholarly accounts?bitter labor clashes, stubborn company
opposition to training and promoting Arabs, and the same harsh Jim Crow order that had always
characterized extractive frontiers in the western hemisphere?written with the words of the very people who
helped to invent and sustain Aramco's fable. In dismantling it, Vitalis also takes aim at the exceptionalist
myths that Americans love to tell about their place in the world. He provides a crucial service at a time when
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those myths are being invoked again." (Nathan J. Citino Author of From Arab Nationalism to OPEC:
Eisenhower, King Sa'ud, and the Making of U.S.-Saudi Relations)

"Vitalis takes a revisionist look at U.S. corporate involvement in the founding of Saudi ARAMCO (the
Saudi's took control of the firm in 1980) and ARAMCOís racial hierarchies, which are similar to those
existing in the oil and minefields of the United States. While ostensibly writing a work of political science,
Vitalis has crafted a narrative that fits in well with the recent trend of giving U.S. history international
context." (Library Journal)

"There are a lot of books written on the history of oil. Most are sensationalist, simplistic, and basically
wrong. America's Kingdom is sobering, smart, and exceedingly hard to fault. I now understand why
ARAMCO is what it is today: the most capable national oil company in the world, still the largest, and the
only hope against an energy crisis in the near future. It's a delicious read for those of us who spend too much
time obsessed by the world of oil." (Fareed Mohamedi PFC Energy)

"Robert Vitalis makes us see the world in new ways. Arguing that the American imperial tradition reflects
less a classic expansion of sovereignty than a volatile mix of private business and institutionalized racism, he
documents the export of this tradition from the American West to the Arabian Peninsula, where it formed the
crucible in which the modern state of Saudi Arabia was born. No one will understand Saudi Arabia?or the
United States?in quite the same way after reading this book." (Lisa Anderson, Dean, School of International
and Public Affairs Columbia University)

"This study stands as a powerful indictment of one instance of untrammeled corporate American misalliance
and malfeasance." (CHOICE)

"America's Kingdom comes as a pleasant surprise... a scholarly and readable book on the interaction between
Saudi society and Aramco, the US oil giant that had its beginnings when the Saudi government granted its
first concessions to Standard Oil of California in 1933. Combining history with political anthropology,
Vitalis sheds a bright light on the origins and less savory aspects of the Saudi-US relationship." (London
Review of Books)

From the Inside Flap

America’s Kingdom debunks the many myths that now surround the United States’s “special relationship”
with Saudi Arabia, or what is less reverently known as "the deal": oil for security. Taking aim at the long-
held belief that the Arabian American Oil Company, ARAMCO, made miracles happen in the desert, Robert
Vitalis shows that nothing could be further from the truth. What is true is that oil led the U.S. government to
follow the company to the kingdom. Eisenhower agreed to train Ibn Sa’ud’s army, Kennedy sent jets to
defend the kingdom, and Lyndon Johnson sold it missiles. Oil and ARAMCO quickly became America’s
largest single overseas private enterprise.
Beginning with the establishment of a Jim Crow system in the Dhahran oil camps in the 1930s, the book
goes on to examine the period of unrest in the 1950s and 1960s when workers challenged the racial hierarchy
of the ARAMCO camps while a small cadre of progressive Saudis challenged the hierarchy of the
international oil market. The defeat of these groups led to the consolidation of America’s Kingdom under the
House of Fahd, the royal faction that still rules today.
This is a gripping story that covers more than seventy years, three continents, and an engrossing cast of
characters. Informed by first hand accounts from ARAMCO employees and top U.S. government officials,
this book offers the true story of the events on the Saudi oil fields. After America’s Kingdom, mythmakers
will have to work harder on their tales about ARAMCO being magical, honorable, selfless, and enlightened.
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From the Back Cover

"Vitalis takes a revisionist look at U.S. corporate involvement in the founding of Saudi ARAMCO (the
Saudi's took control of the firm in 1980) and ARAMCOís racial hierarchies, which are similar to those
existing in the oil and minefields of the United States. While ostensibly writing a work of political science,
Vitalis has crafted a narrative that fits in well with the recent trend of giving U.S. history international
context." —Library Journal
“A brilliant, original, and stimulating book,America's Kingdom rewrites the history of America's relationship
with Saudi Arabia. Placing the relationship in a wider context of U.S. business interests abroad, Vitalis offers
a radically new view of the motives and methods that shaped America's decisive encounter with the Arab
world.”—Tim Mitchell, New York University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that America's Kingdom: Mythmaking
on the Saudi Oil Frontier (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and Islamic Societies and Cultures) to read.

Thelma Price:

The reason why? Because this America's Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier (Stanford Studies
in Middle Eastern and Islamic Societies and Cultures) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Laura Hargis:

America's Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and Islamic
Societies and Cultures) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing America's Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier
(Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and Islamic Societies and Cultures) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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Jack Caldwell:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book America's Kingdom: Mythmaking
on the Saudi Oil Frontier (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and Islamic Societies and Cultures) to make
your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication
America's Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and Islamic
Societies and Cultures) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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