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Unlike much of the literature on Venezuela in the Chávez period, this book shifts
focus away from 'top down' perspectives to examine how Venezuelan folksinger
Alí Primera (1942-1985) became intertwined with Venezuelan politics, both
during his lifetime and posthumously. Alí’s ‘Necessary Songs’ offered cultural
resources that enabled Chávez to connect with pre-existing patterns of grassroots
activism in ways that resonated deeply with the poor and marginalised masses.
Official support for Alí’s legacy led the songs to be used in new ways in the
Chávez period, as Venezuelans actively engaged with them to redefine
themselves in relation to the state and to reach new understandings of their place
within a changed society. This book is essential reading not only for those
interested in popular music and politics, but for all those seeking to better
understand how Chávez was able to successfully identify himself so profoundly
with the  Venezuelan masses, and they with him.
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Unlike much of the literature on Venezuela in the Chávez period, this book shifts focus away from 'top
down' perspectives to examine how Venezuelan folksinger Alí Primera (1942-1985) became intertwined
with Venezuelan politics, both during his lifetime and posthumously. Alí’s ‘Necessary Songs’ offered
cultural resources that enabled Chávez to connect with pre-existing patterns of grassroots activism in ways
that resonated deeply with the poor and marginalised masses. Official support for Alí’s legacy led the songs
to be used in new ways in the Chávez period, as Venezuelans actively engaged with them to redefine
themselves in relation to the state and to reach new understandings of their place within a changed society.
This book is essential reading not only for those interested in popular music and politics, but for all those
seeking to better understand how Chávez was able to successfully identify himself so profoundly with the 
Venezuelan masses, and they with him.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Unlike much of the literature on Venezuela in the Chávez period, this book shifts focus away from 'top
down' perspectives to examine how Venezuelan folksinger Alí Primera (1942-1985) became intertwined
with Venezuelan politics, both during his lifetime and posthumously. Alí’s ‘Necessary Songs’ offered
cultural resources that enabled Chávez to connect with pre-existing patterns of grassroots activism in ways
that resonated deeply with the poor and marginalised masses. Official support for Alí’s legacy led the songs
to be used in new ways in the Chávez period, as Venezuelans actively engaged with them to redefine
themselves in relation to the state and to reach new understandings of their place within a changed society.
This book is essential reading not only for those interested in popular music and politics, but for all those
seeking to better understand how Chávez was able to successfully identify himself so profoundly with the 
Venezuelan masses, and they with him. 

About the Author

Hazel Marsh is Lecturer in the School of Politics, Philosophy, Language and Communication Studies at the
University of East Anglia, UK. She has researched, and published on, popular music and the Mexican
student movement, Venezuelan cultural policy in the Chávez period, resistance music in Oaxaca, Mexico,
and representations of British Gypsies. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and
Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the History of Subcultures and
Popular Music) to read.

Paul Gay:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
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When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the
History of Subcultures and Popular Music), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Alan Fan:

Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the
History of Subcultures and Popular Music) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and
Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the History of Subcultures and
Popular Music) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Effie Morris:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and Venezuela: The
Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the History of Subcultures and Popular Music) was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and
Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin America (Palgrave Studies in the History of Subcultures and
Popular Music) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading in which.
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