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The ancient landscape of North Asia gave rise to amythic narrative of birth,
death, and transformation that reflected the hardship of life for ancient nomadic
hunters and herders. Of the central protagonists, we tend to privilege the hero
hunter of the Bronze Age and his re-incarnation as awarrior in the Iron Age. But
before him and, in a sense, behind him was afemale power, half animal, half
human. From her came permission to hunt the animals of the taiga, and by her
they were replenished. She was, in other words, the source of the hunter's
success. The stag was a latecomer to this tale, a complex symbol of death and
transformation embedded in what ultimately became a struggle for priority
between animal mother and hero hunter.

From this region there are no written textsto illuminate prehistory, and the
hundreds of burials across the steppe revea little relating to myth and belief
before the late Bronze Age. What they do tell usis that peoples and cultures
came and went, leaving behind huge stone mounds, altars, and standing stones as
well as thousands of petroglyphic images. With The Hunter, the Sag, and the
Mother of Animals, Esther Jacobson-Tepfer uses that material to reconstruct the
prehistory of myth and belief in ancient North Asia. Her narrative places
monuments and imagery within the context of the physical landscape and by
considering all three elements as reflections of the archaeology of belief. Within
that process, paleocenvironmental forces, economic innovations, and changing
social order served as pivots of mythic transformation. With this vividly
illustrated study, Jacobson-Tepfer brings together for thisfirst timein any
language Russian and Mongolian archaeology with prehistoric representational
traditions of South Siberiaand Mongoliain order to explore the non-material
aspects of these fascinating prehistoric cultures.
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The ancient landscape of North Asia gave rise to amythic narrative of birth, death, and transformation that
reflected the hardship of life for ancient nomadic hunters and herders. Of the central protagonists, we tend to
privilege the hero hunter of the Bronze Age and his re-incarnation as awarrior in the Iron Age. But before
him and, in a sense, behind him was afemale power, half animal, half human. From her came permission to
hunt the animals of the taiga, and by her they were replenished. She was, in other words, the source of the
hunter's success. The stag was alatecomer to this tale, a complex symbol of death and transformation
embedded in what ultimately became a struggle for priority between animal mother and hero hunter.

From this region there are no written texts to illuminate prehistory, and the hundreds of burials across the
steppe reved little relating to myth and belief before the late Bronze Age. What they do tell usisthat peoples
and cultures came and went, leaving behind huge stone mounds, atars, and standing stones as well as
thousands of petroglyphic images. With The Hunter, the Sag, and the Mother of Animals, Esther Jacobson-
Tepfer uses that material to reconstruct the prehistory of myth and belief in ancient North Asia. Her narrative
places monuments and imagery within the context of the physical landscape and by considering al three
elements as reflections of the archaeology of belief. Within that process, paleoenvironmental forces,
economic innovations, and changing social order served as pivots of mythic transformation. With this vividly
illustrated study, Jacobson-Tepfer brings together for thisfirst time in any language Russian and Mongolian
archaeology with prehistoric representational traditions of South Siberia and Mongoliain order to explore
the non-material aspects of these fascinating prehistoric cultures.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Professor Jacobson-Tepfer offers to readers her outstanding first-hand knowledge and deep understanding
of unique Eurasian civilizations. the societies of ancient hunters, nomadic mounted pastoralists, and their
animal symbolism. Archaeology, art history, and the history of religions, including shamanism, are
synthesized by using careful scientific theoretical approaches.”

-- Henri-Paul Francfort, Director of the French Archaeological Mission in Central Asia.

"The Hunter, the Sag, and the Mother of Animalsis an important book not only in terms of itsvalue as a
scientific treatise nonpareil but also as an elegant exploration of the prehistoric human mind with
implications far beyond the geographical and temporal focus of Jacobson-Tepfer's study. Her lucid,
informative and entertaining writing is complemented by superb illustrations, including world-class
photographs contributed by her husband, world-renowned photographer, Gary Tepfer."

-- John W. Olsen, University of Arizona

'Adorned with hauntingly beautiful photos by Gary Tepfer and well-chosen line drawings illustrating key
artifacts, this assessment of long-muted societies is an inspired triumph of dedicated scholarship and an
inspirational work of art in itsown right. It may well remain the most revealing interpretation of ancient rock
art in South Siberia until the stones themselves begin to speak with human voices...Essential" -- Choice

About the Author

Esther Jacobson-Tepfer isMaude |. Kerns Professor Emeritus of Art History, University of Oregon, and
author or co-author of four books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ryan Neal:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. Y es, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Hunter, the Stag, and the Mother of Animals:
Image, Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asiabook as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.
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Richard Nix:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Hunter, the Stag, and the Mother of
Animals. Image, Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asiais our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Roy Hanson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Hunter, the
Stag, and the Mother of Animals: Image, Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asia suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Hunter, the
Stag, and the Mother of Animals; Image, Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asiais a single of
several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Hunter, the Stag, and the Mother of Animals: Image,
Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asia or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Hunter, the Stag, and the Mother of Animals:
Image, Monument, and Landscape in Ancient North Asiato make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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