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Pran Nath Razdan, the boy who will become the Impressionist, was passed off by
his Indian mother as the child of her husband, a wealthy man of a high caste.
Pran lived a life of luxury just downriver from the Taj Mahal, but at fifteen, the
news of Pran’s true parentage is revealed to his father and he is tossed out into
the street—a pariah and an outcast. Thus begins an extraordinary, near mythical
journey of a young man who must reinvent himself to survive—not once, but
many times.

From Victorian India to Edwardian London, from an expatriate community of
black Americans in Paris to a hopeless expedition to study a lost tribe of Africa,
Hari Kunzru’s unforgettable debut novel dazzles with its artistry and wit while it
challenges with its insights into what it means to be Indian or English, black or
white, and every degree that lies between.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The antihero of The Impressionist, Hari Kunzru's daringly ambitious first novel, is half English and half
Indian. In the Raj of the 1920s, the racial and social divides are enormous, but Pran Nath is able to bridge
them, crossing from one side to another in a series of reinventions of his own personality. He begins as the
spoiled child of an Indian lawyer, but circumstances thrust him out of his pampered adolescence into the
teeming and dangerous life of the streets. After a bewildering period as one of the pawns in Machiavellian
political and sexual scheming in the decadent court of a minor Maharajah, he escapes to Bombay. There he is
taken up by a half-demented Scottish missionary and his wife, but Pran Nath prefers to slope off to the city's
red-light district whenever he can. During a time of riot and bloodshed, the chance of re-creating himself as
an English schoolboy destined for public school and Oxford presents itself, and he takes it. But this is not his
final transformation.

In certain ways Kunzru is almost too ambitious. There is so much crammed onto the pages of The
Impressionist that some of it, almost inevitably, doesn't work as well as it might. However, as the
shapeshifting Pran Nath moves from one identity to another, knockabout farce mixes with satire, social
comedy with parody. And beneath the comic exuberance and linguistic invention, there is an intelligent and
occasionally moving examination of notions of self, identity, and what it means to belong to a class or
society. --Nick Rennison, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
re-pub buzz about this impressive debut includes a record $1.8-million book deal and predictions of literary
renown for its 30-year-old author. Charting the bizarre and picaresque journey of a chameleon-like figure
from India to England to Africa, Kunzru keenly explores themes of racial and ethnic identity and
overweening British pride. Until 1918, his 15th year, spoiled Pran Nath believes that he is the son of a
wealthy Kashmiri merchant and a disturbed woman, Amrita, who died giving birth to him. When the
housekeeper reveals that he is actually an Englishman's child, and thus a despised half-breed, he's thrown out
on the street. After an involuntary stay in a brothel, a stint as a servant in the depraved household of the
Nawab of Fatehpur, and a sojourn at a Bombay missionary's home, he moves on to England, where he
pretends to be an orphaned heir, Jonathan Bridgeman. With each identity he assumes, the hero strives to
become more and more like a pure Englishman and to hide his "tainted blood." As Bridgeman, Pran goes
through Brideshead-era Oxford and falls in love with a seductive heartbreaker, Astarte Chapel. When she
dumps him, he despairingly joins an anthropological expedition to the Fotse tribe in Africa; in the plot's most
clever twist, he comes full circle with his real father's life. While the initial chapters are somewhat heavy-
handed, and the plot stalls in its overfamiliar satire of the Oxford aesthetes, the African chapters exude a Paul
Bowles-like power, and the seamlessly composed, vividly exotic set pieces exhibit an energy and density not
usually found in debut fiction. London talents like Kunzru and Zadie Smith suggest that something like the
Latin American boom of the '60s is happening in England. Author tour; rights sold in France, Germany,
Greece, Holland, Israel, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and U.K. (Apr.)Forecast: Kunzru's
audacious version of the everyman antihero should establish his literary credentials, and his fast-moving plot
should attract readers who like a good yarn. His experience as host of an English TV show should spin in the
media, and Dutton's aggressive ad campaign will likely move the book toward the bestseller list.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
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From Library Journal
British freelance editor and journalist Kunzru has written a novel of such remarkable eloquence and
imagination that it is difficult to believe it is his first. The "impressionist" is Pran Nath Razdan, born into a
wealthy Indian family early in the 20th century. While his family assumes that he is the son of his mother's
husband and raises him in the lap of luxury, the house servants despise his very existence for they know the
secret of his conception. With both of his parents dead when he is only a teenager, Pran is promptly turned
out of his home. Living on the streets, he undergoes a series of transformations in order to survive. In a
brothel, he becomes a beautiful plaything to both colonists and natives, and later he plays the role of the
perfect English schoolboy for a perverse British major. Though Pran's shape-shifting begins as a survival
technique, he later perfects it so that he can deliberately mislead and manipulate. Various and exotic in locale
and mesmerizing and engrossing in imaginative detail, this novel is sure to be received as an important
addition to any public or academic library. Michelle Reale, Elkins Park Free Lib., PA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Impressionist book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Impressionist content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Impressionist is not loveable
to be your top collection reading book?

Jack Johnson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Impressionist as your daily resource information.

Nancy Collins:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Impressionist
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Impressionistis one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.
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Carolyn Berndt:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Impressionist which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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