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What explains the huge popular following for Dexter, currently the most-watched
show on cable, which sympathetically depicts a serial killer driven by a cruel
compulsion to brutally slay one victim after another?
Although Dexter Morgan kills only killers, he is not a vigilante animated by a
sense of justice but a charming psychopath animated by a lust to kill,
ritualistically and bloodily. However his gory appetite is controlled by “Harry’s
Code,” which limits his victims to those who have gotten away with murder, and
his job as a blood spatter expert for the Miami police department gives him the
inside track on just who those legitimate targets may be.
In Dexter and Philosophy, an elite team of philosophers don their rubber gloves
and put Dexter’s deeds under the microscope. Since Dexter is driven to ritual
murder by his “Dark Passenger,” can he be blamed for killing, especially as he
only murders other murderers? Does Dexter fit the profile of the familiar fictional
type of the superhero? What part does luck play in making Dexter who he is?
How and why are horror and disgust turned into aesthetic pleasure for the TV
viewer? How essential is Dexter’s emotional coldness to his lust for slicing
people up? Are Dexter’s lies and deceptions any worse than the lies and
deceptions of the non-criminals around him? Why does Dexter long to be a
normal human being and why can’t he accomplish this apparently simple goal?
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What explains the huge popular following for Dexter, currently the most-watched show on cable, which
sympathetically depicts a serial killer driven by a cruel compulsion to brutally slay one victim after another?
Although Dexter Morgan kills only killers, he is not a vigilante animated by a sense of justice but a charming
psychopath animated by a lust to kill, ritualistically and bloodily. However his gory appetite is controlled by
“Harry’s Code,” which limits his victims to those who have gotten away with murder, and his job as a blood
spatter expert for the Miami police department gives him the inside track on just who those legitimate targets
may be.
In Dexter and Philosophy, an elite team of philosophers don their rubber gloves and put Dexter’s deeds
under the microscope. Since Dexter is driven to ritual murder by his “Dark Passenger,” can he be blamed for
killing, especially as he only murders other murderers? Does Dexter fit the profile of the familiar fictional
type of the superhero? What part does luck play in making Dexter who he is? How and why are horror and
disgust turned into aesthetic pleasure for the TV viewer? How essential is Dexter’s emotional coldness to his
lust for slicing people up? Are Dexter’s lies and deceptions any worse than the lies and deceptions of the
non-criminals around him? Why does Dexter long to be a normal human being and why can’t he accomplish
this apparently simple goal?
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Greene is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Weber State University in Ogden, Utah. He is co-
editor of Zombies, Vampires, and Philosophy, The Sopranos and Philosophy, Quentin Tarantino and
Philosophy, and The Golden Compass and Philosophy.

George Reisch is the author of How the Cold War Transformed the Philosophy of Science and editor of Pink
Floyd and Philosophy and co-editor of Monty Python and Philosophy, Radiohead and Philosophy, and
Bullshit and Philosophy.

Rachel Robison is completing her Ph.D in philosophy at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She is
co-editor of The Golden Compass and Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chris Robertson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Dexter and Philosophy:
Mind over Spatter (Popular Culture & Philosophy) to read.

Ruth Santiago:

The reason? Because this Dexter and Philosophy: Mind over Spatter (Popular Culture & Philosophy) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Eugene Barnum:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
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comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Dexter and Philosophy:
Mind over Spatter (Popular Culture & Philosophy) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Dexter and Philosophy: Mind over Spatter (Popular Culture &
Philosophy) become your personal starter.

Susan Frame:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Dexter and Philosophy: Mind over Spatter (Popular Culture & Philosophy) when you
essential it?
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