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What makes awork of literature good or bad? How freely can the reader interpret
it? Could a nursery rhyme like Baa Baa Black Sheep be full of concealed
loathing, resentment, and aggression? In this accessible, delightfully entertaining
book, Terry Eagleton addresses these intriguing questions and a host of others.
How to Read Literature is the book of choice for students new to the study of
literature and for all other readers interested in deepening their understanding and
enriching their reading experience.

In aseries of brilliant analyses, Eagleton shows how to read with due attention to
tone, rhythm, texture, syntax, alusion, ambiguity, and other formal aspects of
literary works. He also examines broader questions of character, plot, narrative,
the creative imagination, the meaning of fictionality, and the tension between
what works of literature say and what they show. Unfailingly authoritative and
cheerfully opinionated, the author provides useful commentaries on classicism,
Romanticism, modernism, and postmodernism along with spellbinding insights
into a huge range of authors, from Shakespeare and J. K. Rowling to Jane Austen
and Samuel Beckett.
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What makes awork of literature good or bad? How freely can the reader interpret it? Could a nursery rhyme
like Baa Baa Black Sheep be full of concealed loathing, resentment, and aggression? In this accessible,
delightfully entertaining book, Terry Eagleton addresses these intriguing questions and a host of others. How
to Read Literatureis the book of choice for students new to the study of literature and for all other readers
interested in deepening their understanding and enriching their reading experience.

In aseries of brilliant analyses, Eagleton shows how to read with due attention to tone, rhythm, texture,
syntax, alusion, ambiguity, and other formal aspects of literary works. He also examines broader questions
of character, plot, narrative, the creative imagination, the meaning of fictionality, and the tension between
what works of literature say and what they show. Unfailingly authoritative and cheerfully opinionated, the
author provides useful commentaries on classicism, Romanticism, modernism, and postmodernism along
with spellbinding insights into a huge range of authors, from Shakespeare and J. K. Rowling to Jane Austen
and Samuel Beckett.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

In this serious but breezy and idiosyncratic take on how to read and enjoy literature, English critic Eagleton
performs an important if basic service, distinguishing the way people talk about fiction, drama, or poetry
from the way we discussreal life. His emphasisis on form—how literature works—rather than content. The
book’s chapter headings—Openings, Character, Narrative, Interpretation, and Vaue—summarize, but do not
do justice to, his sophisticated approach. Eagleton’s erudition is supplemented with entertaining if
occasionally over-the-top wit, most notably in his close textual analysis of Baa Baa Black Sheep and in his
conclusion regarding the quality of literature, invoking the atrocious Scottish poet William McGonagall. His
literary examples are well chosen and largely canonical—including Shakespeare, Dickens, and Austen (but
also the Harry Potter series)—and are predominantly, although not exclusively, British. Eagleton does not
elucidate how he expects his audience, which presumably doesn’'t yet know how to read literature, to be
familiar with these, or any, authors. More seriously, though, his book should appeal to readers of James
Wood' s more traditional How Fiction Works (2008). --Mark Levine

Review

"Thisis Eagleton at his most charming and an excellent guide for literature students early in their education
or those seeking arefresher course."—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

About the Author

Terry Eagleton is Distinguished Professor of Literature, University of Lancaster, UK, and Excellencein
English Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Notre Dame. One of the most influential literary
criticsin the English-speaking world, he is the author of more than 40 books on literary theory,
postmodernism, palitics, ideology, and religion, among them his best-selling Literary Theory: An
Introduction. He livesin Northern Ireland, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karena Figueroa:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y es, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled How to Read Literature?
Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Robert Thomas:

The book untitled How to Read Literature is the guide that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
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explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of study when write
the book, and so the information that they shareto you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the
e-book of How to Read Literature from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Catherine Hudson:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. How to Read Literature can be your answer since it can be
read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Richard Chambers:

Isit anindividual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This How to Read Literature can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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