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Mercenaries were a common feature throughout most of Europe in the 14th and
15th centuries, and had been known far earlier. But nowhere did such a
sophisticated system of hiring, payment and organisation of mercenaries develop
as it did in Italy. The condottiere – whose name came from the condotta or
contract between himself and his employer – was the result. Whether commander
or humble trooper, the condottiere was a complete professional. His skill has
never been doubted, but his loyalty and dedication to a particular cause often has.
David Nicolle provides a fascinating exploration of the condottiere; his roles,
arms and equipment.
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known far earlier. But nowhere did such a sophisticated system of hiring, payment and organisation of
mercenaries develop as it did in Italy. The condottiere – whose name came from the condotta or contract
between himself and his employer – was the result. Whether commander or humble trooper, the condottiere
was a complete professional. His skill has never been doubted, but his loyalty and dedication to a particular
cause often has. David Nicolle provides a fascinating exploration of the condottiere; his roles, arms and
equipment.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Packed with specially commissioned artwork, maps and diagrams, the Men-at-Arms series is an unrivalled
illustrated reference on the history, organisation, uniforms and equipment of the world's military forces, past
and present.

About the Author
David Nicolle was born in 1944. He worked in the BBC Arabic service for a number of years, before going
'back to school', gaining an MA from the School of Oriental and African Studies, London, and a doctorate
from Edinburgh University. He later taught world and Islamic art and architectural history at Yarmuk
University, Jordan. He has written many books and articles on medieval and Islamic warfare, and has been a
prolific author of Osprey titles for many years. David lives and works in Leicestershire, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Cox:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms) will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Stephen Bruns:

Here thing why that Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Italian Medieval Armies
1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms) in e-book can be your substitute.

Paul Andrews:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
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fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the guide untitled Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500 (Men-at-Arms) can be good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Kayla France:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Italian Medieval Armies 1300–1500
(Men-at-Arms) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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