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“I called this book Out of Order because it reflects my goal, which is to share
a different side of the Supreme Court. Most people know the Court only as it
exists between bangs of the gavel, when the Court comes to order to hear
arguments or give opinions. But the stories of the Court and the Justices that
come from the ‘out of order’ moments add to the richness of the Court as
both a branch of our government and a human institution.”—Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor
 
From Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman to sit on the United States
Supreme Court, comes this fascinating book about the history and evolution of
the highest court in the land.
 
Out of Order sheds light on the centuries of change and upheaval that
transformed the Supreme Court from its uncertain beginnings into the remarkable
institution that thrives and endures today. From the early days of circuit-riding,
when justices who also served as trial judges traveled thousands of miles per year
on horseback to hear cases, to the changes in civil rights ushered in by Earl
Warren and Thurgood Marshall; from foundational decisions such as Marbury v.
Madison to modern-day cases such as Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, Justice O’Connor
weaves together stories and lessons from the history of the Court, charting
turning points and pivotal moments that have helped define our nation’s progress.
 
With unparalleled insight and her unique perspective as a history-making figure,
Justice O’Connor takes us on a personal exploration, painting vivid pictures of
Justices in history, including Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., one of the greatest
jurists of all time; Thurgood Marshall, whose understated and succinct style
would come to transform oral argument; William O. Douglas, called “The Lone
Ranger” because of his impassioned and frequent dissents; and John Roberts,
whom Justice O’Connor considers to be the finest practitioner of oral argument
she has ever witnessed in Court. We get a rare glimpse into the Supreme Court’s
inner workings: how cases are chosen for hearing; the personal relationships that
exist among the Justices; and the customs and traditions, both public and private,
that bind one generation of jurists to the next—from the seating arrangements at
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Court lunches to the fiercely competitive basketball games played in the Court
Building’s top-floor gymnasium, the so-called “highest court in the land.”
 
Wise, candid, and assured, Out of Order is a rich offering of inspiring stories of
one of our country’s most important institutions, from one of our country’s most
respected pioneers.

Praise for Out of Order
 
“[A] succinct, snappy account of how today’s court—so powerful, so
controversial and so frequently dissected by the media—evolved from such
startlingly humble and uncertain beginnings.”—The New York Times
 
“A brief and accessible history of the nation’s highest court, narrated by a true
historical figure and a jurisprudential giant.”—The Boston Globe
 
“A vibrantly personal book [that] displays O’Connor’s uncommon common
sense, her dry wit and her reverence for the nation’s institutions.”—Richmond
Times-Dispatch
 
“Full of riveting anecdotes . . . a compact history . . . albeit a more lighthearted,
personality-filled one than you might find in a high school
classroom.”—Associated Press
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“I called this book Out of Order because it reflects my goal, which is to share a different side of the
Supreme Court. Most people know the Court only as it exists between bangs of the gavel, when the
Court comes to order to hear arguments or give opinions. But the stories of the Court and the Justices
that come from the ‘out of order’ moments add to the richness of the Court as both a branch of our
government and a human institution.”—Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
 
From Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman to sit on the United States Supreme Court, comes this
fascinating book about the history and evolution of the highest court in the land.
 
Out of Order sheds light on the centuries of change and upheaval that transformed the Supreme Court from
its uncertain beginnings into the remarkable institution that thrives and endures today. From the early days of
circuit-riding, when justices who also served as trial judges traveled thousands of miles per year on
horseback to hear cases, to the changes in civil rights ushered in by Earl Warren and Thurgood Marshall;
from foundational decisions such as Marbury v. Madison to modern-day cases such as Hamdi v. Rumsfeld,
Justice O’Connor weaves together stories and lessons from the history of the Court, charting turning points
and pivotal moments that have helped define our nation’s progress.
 
With unparalleled insight and her unique perspective as a history-making figure, Justice O’Connor takes us
on a personal exploration, painting vivid pictures of Justices in history, including Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.,
one of the greatest jurists of all time; Thurgood Marshall, whose understated and succinct style would come
to transform oral argument; William O. Douglas, called “The Lone Ranger” because of his impassioned and
frequent dissents; and John Roberts, whom Justice O’Connor considers to be the finest practitioner of oral
argument she has ever witnessed in Court. We get a rare glimpse into the Supreme Court’s inner workings:
how cases are chosen for hearing; the personal relationships that exist among the Justices; and the customs
and traditions, both public and private, that bind one generation of jurists to the next—from the seating
arrangements at Court lunches to the fiercely competitive basketball games played in the Court Building’s
top-floor gymnasium, the so-called “highest court in the land.”
 
Wise, candid, and assured, Out of Order is a rich offering of inspiring stories of one of our country’s most
important institutions, from one of our country’s most respected pioneers.

Praise for Out of Order
 
“[A] succinct, snappy account of how today’s court—so powerful, so controversial and so frequently
dissected by the media—evolved from such startlingly humble and uncertain beginnings.”—The New York
Times
 
“A brief and accessible history of the nation’s highest court, narrated by a true historical figure and a
jurisprudential giant.”—The Boston Globe
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“A vibrantly personal book [that] displays O’Connor’s uncommon common sense, her dry wit and her
reverence for the nation’s institutions.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch
 
“Full of riveting anecdotes . . . a compact history . . . albeit a more lighthearted, personality-filled one than
you might find in a high school classroom.”—Associated Press
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Since retiring from the Supreme Court, O’Connor, the first woman justice, has pushed for greater civic
awareness of how the U.S. government, especially the court system, works. In this collection of stories about
the history of the Supreme Court, O’Connor offers a sense of how the high court has changed since its
formation and how it works in relation to the legislature and the presidency. She recounts Roosevelt’s failed
attempts to pack the court after repeated rulings against parts of his New Deal program and Truman’s failed
efforts to control the steel mills during the Korean War, when strikes were threatened. She also offers the
history of how the once itinerant court came to be located in its stately building and how the court’s customs,
including the art of arguing before the court, have changed from lengthy oratory to briefings peppered by the
justices’ questioning. She recalls some of the larger-than-life justices, the history-making “firsts,” and some
lighter moments on the bench. Photos and illustrations enhance this engaging look at the history of the
Supreme Court. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: This personal look at an American institution from the
first woman to sit on the Supreme Court will attract plenty of off-the-book-page interest. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“[A] succinct, snappy account of how today’s court—so powerful, so controversial and so frequently
dissected by the media—evolved from such startlingly humble and uncertain beginnings.”—The New York
Times
 
“A brief and accessible history of the nation’s highest court, narrated by a true historical figure and a
jurisprudential giant.”—The Boston Globe
 
“A vibrantly personal book [that] displays O’Connor’s uncommon common sense, her dry wit and her
reverence for the nation’s institutions.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch
 
“Full of riveting anecdotes . . . a compact history . . . albeit a more lighthearted, personality-filled one than
you might find in a high school classroom.”—Associated Press
 
“Candid, opinionated and even entertaining throughout . . . a well-considered, lively survey of what the
Supreme Court does, how it’s constituted and, bonus round, how to argue before it.”—Kirkus Reviews

“In this delightful collection of tales, Sandra Day O’Connor shows us the personal side of the Supreme Court
while reminding us of the critical role the Court plays. It’s a lovely book—and a valuable treasure for all
Americans.”—Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs
 
“A maker of history, Sandra Day O’Connor proves herself an engaging historian in this fine book, taking us
inside perhaps the most important and least understood institution in American life: the Supreme Court. With
her characteristic clear-eyed common sense and a natural talent for storytelling, Justice O’Connor has given
us a valuable and entertaining gift.”—Jon Meacham, author of Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power
 
“We have always known that Sandra Day O’Connor was a wise and thoughtful Justice of the Supreme Court.
But we haven’t always appreciated what a talented storyteller and historian she is as well. This, her most
recent book, contains succinct and readable stories from the history of the Supreme Court, and it nicely
demonstrates that remarkable talent.”—Gordon S. Wood, author of The Idea of America
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“Justice O’Connor has written an insightful and charming insider’s take on the workings of the Supreme
Court of the United States throughout history. A historical figure herself—the first woman to sit on the
Court—O’Connor is the perfect guide through the twists and turns that have made the Court such a powerful
force in shaping American society from the Founding to present times.”—Annette Gordon-Reed, author of
The Hemingses of Monticello
 
“Justice O’Connor has written a brief  history of the Supreme Court that is lively, informative, and often
inspiring. Drawing on her own experience and wisdom, she is giving us a civics lesson, but it’s like nothing
you remember from high school.”—Evan Thomas, author of Ike’s Bluff

About the Author
Sandra Day O’Connor was born in El Paso, Texas, and raised on the Lazy B Ranch. She attended Stanford
University, where she took Wallace Stegner’s writing course. She began her public service in Phoenix, and
was majority leader of the Arizona Senate before becoming a judge. She is the author of Lazy B, a memoir
about growing up in the Southwest, and The Majesty of the Law, a reflection on American law and life.
President Reagan nominated her as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, and she
served from 1981 to 2006. She serves as Chancellor of the College of William & Mary, and is on the board
of trustees of the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Wormley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Out of Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court.
Try to stumble through book Out of Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court as your close
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Melissa Kim:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Out of
Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.
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Margaret Padua:

Out of Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Out of Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court yet doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Amy Smith:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Out of Order: Stories from the History of the Supreme Court this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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