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Translated by the noted classical scholar Francis M. Cornford, this edition of two
masterpieces of Plato's later period features extensive ongoing commentaries by
Cornford that provide helpful background information and valuable insights.
Both works pose eternal questions that keep these dialogs ever-relevant not only
for students of philosophy but also for every reader and thinker. The Theatetus
offers a systematic treatment of the question, "What is knowledge?" Most of the
dialog takes place between Socrates and the student Theatetus. Among the
answers they explore: knowledge as perception; knowledge as true belief;
knowledge as true belief plus an account (i.e., a justified true belief); as well as
variations on each of these answers. Like most Socratic dialogs, the Theatetus
ends without a definitive answer — leaving the subject open for the reader's
further consideration. In the Sophist, a related dialog, Plato redefines the term
"sophist," which hitherto had connoted one who gives sophia (wisdom) to his
disciples. Plato depreciated the term, and ever since, in philosophy, sophistry
indicates the deceptive exploitation of linguistic ambiguities. The dialog follows
Socrates' cross-examination of a self-proclaimed true philosopher, The Stranger,
on the distinction between philosophers, statesmen, and sophists.
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Translated by the noted classical scholar Francis M. Cornford, this edition of two masterpieces of Plato's
later period features extensive ongoing commentaries by Cornford that provide helpful background
information and valuable insights. Both works pose eternal questions that keep these dialogs ever-relevant
not only for students of philosophy but also for every reader and thinker. The Theatetus offers a systematic
treatment of the question, "What is knowledge?" Most of the dialog takes place between Socrates and the
student Theatetus. Among the answers they explore: knowledge as perception; knowledge as true belief;
knowledge as true belief plus an account (i.e., a justified true belief); as well as variations on each of these
answers. Like most Socratic dialogs, the Theatetus ends without a definitive answer — leaving the subject
open for the reader's further consideration. In the Sophist, a related dialog, Plato redefines the term "sophist,"
which hitherto had connoted one who gives sophia (wisdom) to his disciples. Plato depreciated the term, and
ever since, in philosophy, sophistry indicates the deceptive exploitation of linguistic ambiguities. The dialog
follows Socrates' cross-examination of a self-proclaimed true philosopher, The Stranger, on the distinction
between philosophers, statesmen, and sophists.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek

About the Author

Plato ranks among the most familiar ancient philosophers, along with his teacher, Socrates, and his student,
Aristotle. In addition to writing philosophical dialogues — used to teach logic, ethics, rhetoric, religion, and
mathematics as well as philosophy — he founded Athens' Academy, the Western world's first institution of
higher learning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the
Sophist.

Robert Landers:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Plato's Theory of
Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the Sophist will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Jeremy Smith:

The book Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the Sophist can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the Sophist? Some of you have a different opinion about
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guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the Sophist has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Henrietta Belcher:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The Theaetetus and the
Sophist can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Plato's Theory of Knowledge: The
Theaetetus and the Sophist.
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