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Every day, it seems, we become aware of some new technological or chemical
hazard. Yet it is also possible that this very awareness is new, or at least newly
heightened. Why are certain kinds of risks suddenly so salient? Are public
perceptions of risk simply the sum of individual reactions to individual events, or
do social and cultural influences play a role in shaping our definitions of safety,
acceptable risk, and danger?

Prompted by public outcries and by the confusion and uncertainty surrounding
risk management policy, social scientists have begun to address themselves to the
issue of risk perception. But as anthropologist Mary Douglas points out, they
have been singularly reluctant to examine the cultural bases of risk perception,
preferring to concentrate on the individual perceiver making individual choices.
This approach leaves unexamined a number of crucial social factors—our
concepts of what is “natural” or “artificial,” for example; our beliefs about
fairness, and our moral judgements about the kind of society in which we want to
live.

This provocative and path-breaking report seeks to open a sociological approach
to risk perception that has so far been systematically neglected. Describing first
some exceptions to the general neglect of culture, Douglas builds on these clues
and on her own broad anthropological perspective to make a compelling case for
focusing on social factors in risk perception. She offers a challenge and a
promising new agenda to all who study perceptions of risk and, by extension, to
those who study human cognition and choice as well.

"An altogether brilliant piece of writing—far-reaching and a joy to read."
—Amartya Sen, Oxford University

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation's Social Science Frontiers Series
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Every day, it seems, we become aware of some new technological or chemical hazard. Yet it is also possible
that this very awareness is new, or at least newly heightened. Why are certain kinds of risks suddenly so
salient? Are public perceptions of risk simply the sum of individual reactions to individual events, or do
social and cultural influences play a role in shaping our definitions of safety, acceptable risk, and danger?

Prompted by public outcries and by the confusion and uncertainty surrounding risk management policy,
social scientists have begun to address themselves to the issue of risk perception. But as anthropologist Mary
Douglas points out, they have been singularly reluctant to examine the cultural bases of risk perception,
preferring to concentrate on the individual perceiver making individual choices. This approach leaves
unexamined a number of crucial social factors—our concepts of what is “natural” or “artificial,” for
example; our beliefs about fairness, and our moral judgements about the kind of society in which we want to
live.

This provocative and path-breaking report seeks to open a sociological approach to risk perception that has
so far been systematically neglected. Describing first some exceptions to the general neglect of culture,
Douglas builds on these clues and on her own broad anthropological perspective to make a compelling case
for focusing on social factors in risk perception. She offers a challenge and a promising new agenda to all
who study perceptions of risk and, by extension, to those who study human cognition and choice as well.

"An altogether brilliant piece of writing—far-reaching and a joy to read." —Amartya Sen, Oxford University
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Editorial Review

About the Author

MARY DOUGLAS is a Visiting Professor at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Risk Acceptability According to the Social Sciences
(Social Research Perspectives : Occasional Reports on Current Topics, 11) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Thomas Llanos:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Risk Acceptability
According to the Social Sciences (Social Research Perspectives : Occasional Reports on Current Topics, 11).
All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Edward Florez:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Risk Acceptability According to the
Social Sciences (Social Research Perspectives : Occasional Reports on Current Topics, 11) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.
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Luz Cox:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Risk Acceptability According to the
Social Sciences (Social Research Perspectives : Occasional Reports on Current Topics, 11) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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