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A magjor challenge confronting contemporary theory isto overcome its fixation
on written narratives and the culture of print. In this presentation of a genera
theory of systems, Germany's most prominent and controversial social thinker
sets out a contribution to sociology that reworks our understanding of meaning
and communication. Luhmann concedes that there is no longer a binding
representation of society within society, but refuses to describe this situation as a
loss of legitimation or acrisis of representation. Instead, he proposes that we
search for new ways of coping with the enforced selectivity that marks any self-
description under the conditions of functionally differentiated modern society.
For Luhmann, the end of metanarratives does not mean the end of theory, but a
challenge to theory, an invitation to open itself to theoretical developmentsin a
number of disciplines that, for quite some time, have been successfully working
with cybernetic models that no longer require the fiction of the external observer.
Social Systems provides the foundation for a theory of modern society that would
be congruent with this new understanding of the world. One of the most
important contributions to socia theory of recent decades, it has implications for
many disciplines beyond sociology.
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A major challenge confronting contemporary theory is to overcome its fixation on written narratives and the
culture of print. In this presentation of a general theory of systems, Germany's most prominent and
controversial social thinker sets out a contribution to sociology that reworks our understanding of meaning
and communication. Luhmann concedes that there is no longer a binding representation of society within
society, but refuses to describe this situation as aloss of legitimation or acrisis of representation. Instead, he
proposes that we search for new ways of coping with the enforced selectivity that marks any self-description
under the conditions of functionally differentiated modern society. For Luhmann, the end of metanarratives
does not mean the end of theory, but a challenge to theory, an invitation to open itself to theoretical
developmentsin a number of disciplines that, for quite some time, have been successfully working with
cybernetic models that no longer require the fiction of the external observer. Social Systems provides the
foundation for atheory of modern society that would be congruent with this new understanding of the world.
One of the most important contributions to social theory of recent decades, it hasimplications for many
disciplines beyond sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Social Systems presents Luhmann's startling vision of society as a self-producing or autopoietic system of
communications. . . . Theories of self-reference are the way forward now in ahost of disciplines?the hard
sciences, law, literature, psychology, and philosophy. Luhmann's reproduction within sociology of the new
systems theory of self-reference vastly enriches our understanding of the possibilities of systems theory for
other disciplines." (Arthur J. Jacobsen Yeshiva University)

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Origina Language: German

From the Back Cover

“Social Systems presents Luhmann’s startling vision of society as a self-producing or autopoietic system of
communications. . . . Theories of self-reference are the way forward now in a host of disciplines—the hard

sciences, law, literature, psychology, and philosophy. Luhmann’s reproduction within sociology of the new
systems theory of self-reference vastly enriches our understanding of the possibilities of systems theory for
other disciplines.”—Arthur J. Jacobsen, Y eshiva University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Rinaldi:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Social Systems (Writing Science) as the daily resource
information.

Patricia Kirby:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Social Systems (Writing Science), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.
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Gabriel Harris;

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Social Systems (Writing Science), you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit?
Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

June Ortiz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Social Systems (Writing Science) can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.
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