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Hailed by The Boston Globe as "a compact, faceted gem that shines with
intelligence," this remarkable and fascinating book offers an honest, startling,
deeply moving depiction of the modern emergency room. The twenty-eight
vignettes in The Blood of Strangers, all written by a young E.R. physician and
writer based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, seamlessly juxtapose visceral
portrayals of real and unedited hospital situations with perceptive and lyrical
meditations on the world of medicine--and the world at large.

All students, scholars, and practitioners of emergency medicine will find this
stunning account of life, death, work, and reality in the E.R. both haunting and
instructive.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Forget the niceties of plot development and the easy moralizing of the television shows. There's nothing
glamorous about a hospital emergency room, that arena where every human flaw and frailty is exposed.

Frank Huyler, a physician and poet, offers a sharp view of life-and-death realities. The emergency room, he
writes in these affecting vignettes, is a place where the dominant mood is numbness, where doctors and
patients alike have seen too much bloodshed and death. As a defensive reaction, Huyler writes, some doctors
become addicted to drugs and other pastimes, while others assume arrogant, cavalier, or aloof airs. This is
eminently understandable, and Huyler recounts the growing distance in his relationship with patients as "the
earlier intimacy I had felt ... began to recede into the task." A fine storyteller, Huyler doesn't shy away from
tales in which he comes up short, just as he shakes his head in bemusement at the ways of administrators and
chiefs. In one episode, for instance, he writes of treating a comatose patient with aggressive measures under
one attending physician's orders, then doing almost nothing under another's instructions. The patient "was
gone from the waking world, as nearly dead as a human being can be, lying at the edge but never quite
crossing over"--but, amazingly, he survived both his injuries and the conflict between the two doctors.

Reminiscent of the surgeon-essayist Richard Seltzer's best work, Huyler's memoirs take readers behind the
surgical screen. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
This haunting, exquisitely observed collection of medical vignettes is much more than a compilation of odd
cases from the emergency room. Huyler probes beneath the surface to reveal the marrow of his encounters
with patients, such as when, after making a swift diagnosis and saving a life, he later looks in on the patient
and pauses to sit "in the dark for a while, watching the red and blue lights of the monitor, savoring him,
taking something for myself." Inviting the reader behind the drape, he recounts his personal journey from his
first days as a medical student in gross anatomy lab through the harder, lonelier days of his internship and
residency before he finally stepped into the coveted role of attending physician, vested with full authority.
With a poet's economy, Huyler dismantles the myth of the privileged doctor's life, revealing the long hours
and loneliness that are too often requisites for the job. His character studies of the often quirky, sometimes
tragic colleagues and patients who pass through the ward are quite poignantAfrom the murderer whose
beating heart Huyler holds in his hands during a life-saving surgical procedure to the head of the trauma
service who "looked remarkably like Lee Harvey Oswald" and seduced scads of nurses until one very
efficiently took her revenge. Though this slim collection ends just as one has settled into it, it marks Huyler
as a writer to watch. (Sept.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Emergency physician Huyler is also a published poet, which may explain why he offers this account of
emergency medicine in 28 focused vignettes.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Karen Lawless:

The book The Blood of Strangers: Stories from Emergency Medicine will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Blood of Strangers: Stories from
Emergency Medicine is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Perrotta:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is definitely The Blood of Strangers: Stories from Emergency Medicine.

Emily Sandlin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Blood of Strangers: Stories from Emergency Medicine was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Cynthia Campbell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Blood of Strangers: Stories from Emergency Medicine when you essential it?
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