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The legendary Zorro, the masked renegade who rode through the night defending
justice in late 18th century Spanish California, became in 1957 the topic for Walt
Disney Studios' first continuing live-action series and the name of a new
American icon. Based on the stories of Johnston McCulley, the legend of Zorro
gave birth to the archetypal dual-identity crime fighter, inspiring the creation of
such future pop icons as Batman and the Lone Ranger. This book documents the
conception and success of a television legend that has endured for over 40 years.
The opening chapter discusses the growth of Zorro, from Johnston McCulley's
creation of the character in 1919 to Walt Disney's adaptation of the story and its
1957 ABC premier, and provides an introduction to the star actor behind the
mask, Guy Williams. Subsequent chapters reveal behind-the-scenes aspects of
the action show, discussing the secrets of Zorro's fencing technique and daredevil
stunts and giving insight into the cast, costumes, sets, crew and music of the
episodes. Chapters Four through Nine deal exclusively with the content of the
first and second seasons as well as the four one hour specials on Walt Disney
Presents. Plot summaries are provided for each episode. The Zorro legend
continued to enjoy worldwide popularity long after the filming of the final
episode, and concluding chapters discuss the cultural significance of the legend
outside of America, particularly in Argentina, where Guy Williams continued his
career as the famous pop-culture hero off the screen.
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The legendary Zorro, the masked renegade who rode through the night defending justice in late 18th century
Spanish California, became in 1957 the topic for Walt Disney Studios' first continuing live-action series and
the name of a new American icon. Based on the stories of Johnston McCulley, the legend of Zorro gave birth
to the archetypal dual-identity crime fighter, inspiring the creation of such future pop icons as Batman and
the Lone Ranger. This book documents the conception and success of a television legend that has endured
for over 40 years. The opening chapter discusses the growth of Zorro, from Johnston McCulley's creation of
the character in 1919 to Walt Disney's adaptation of the story and its 1957 ABC premier, and provides an
introduction to the star actor behind the mask, Guy Williams. Subsequent chapters reveal behind-the-scenes
aspects of the action show, discussing the secrets of Zorro's fencing technique and daredevil stunts and
giving insight into the cast, costumes, sets, crew and music of the episodes. Chapters Four through Nine deal
exclusively with the content of the first and second seasons as well as the four one hour specials on Walt
Disney Presents. Plot summaries are provided for each episode. The Zorro legend continued to enjoy
worldwide popularity long after the filming of the final episode, and concluding chapters discuss the cultural
significance of the legend outside of America, particularly in Argentina, where Guy Williams continued his
career as the famous pop-culture hero off the screen.
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Editorial Review

Review
"most welcome...valuable...recommend it"--Television Chronicles; "tells you all you could possibly want to
know"--Communications Booknotes Quarterly.

About the Author
Gerry Dooley lives in Crescent City, California, where he works for the local school district.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which you should start with. This The Zorro Television Companion: A Critical
Appreciation is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Joshua Molina:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Zorro Television Companion: A Critical
Appreciation is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Florence Nguyen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Zorro Television Companion: A Critical
Appreciation as the daily resource information.
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Phillip Darrah:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Zorro Television Companion: A Critical Appreciation we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Zorro
Television Companion: A Critical Appreciation. You can more attractive than now.
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