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In a London psychiatric hospital, an enigmatic patient claims to be the son of an
African dictator - a story that becomes unnervingly plausible. An incendiary tale
of race, madness and a Darwinian power struggle at the heart of a dying National
Health Service, Blue/Orange premiered at London's Cottesloe Theatre in April
2000 and transferred to the West End in 2001.

Award-winning writer Joe Penhall first rose to prominence in 1994 with his
Royal Court play Some Voices and he has been described by the Financial Times
as 'one of the finest playwrights of his generation.' Blue/Orange is an accessible
and vibrant play, which explores a number of important issues and which makes
it a good choice to study. This includes themes of race and representation, sanity
and insanity (and in particular the social structures, stigma and complexity
surrounding schizophrenia), as well the political context of New Labour and spin,
and questions of prejudice and difference.

This Student Edition features expert and helpful annotation, including a scene-
by-scene summary, a detailed commentary on the dramatic, social and political
context, and on the themes, characters, language and structure of the play, as well
as a list of suggested reading and questions for further study and a review of
performance history.
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In a London psychiatric hospital, an enigmatic patient claims to be the son of an African dictator - a story
that becomes unnervingly plausible. An incendiary tale of race, madness and a Darwinian power struggle at
the heart of a dying National Health Service, Blue/Orange premiered at London's Cottesloe Theatre in April
2000 and transferred to the West End in 2001.

Award-winning writer Joe Penhall first rose to prominence in 1994 with his Royal Court play Some Voices
and he has been described by the Financial Times as 'one of the finest playwrights of his generation.'
Blue/Orange is an accessible and vibrant play, which explores a number of important issues and which
makes it a good choice to study. This includes themes of race and representation, sanity and insanity (and in
particular the social structures, stigma and complexity surrounding schizophrenia), as well the political
context of New Labour and spin, and questions of prejudice and difference.

This Student Edition features expert and helpful annotation, including a scene-by-scene summary, a detailed
commentary on the dramatic, social and political context, and on the themes, characters, language and
structure of the play, as well as a list of suggested reading and questions for further study and a review of
performance history.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Besides interrogating the very idea of madness, Blue/Orange explores the connection between ethnicity and
perceptions of mental health...With a real deftness of touch, the play probes notions of authority. It
illuminates the way psychiatry can be strategic - and anatomises the politics of medical care.' Henry
Hitchings, Evening Standard (London), 5.11.10 'In the way of great comedy, Blue/Orange touches on great
themes: self-advancement at the expense of others, perceptions of sanity' Claudia Pritchard, Independent on
Sunday, 7.11.10

About the Author

Award-winning writer Joe Penhall was described by the Financial Times as 'one of the finest playwrights of
his generation.' His debut at the Royal Court, Some Voices, won the John Whiting Award for best new play.
His National Theatre play Blue/Orange won an Olivier Award, an Evening Standard Award and the Critics
Circle Award for Best Play. Joe wrote and produced the BAFTA winning BBC serial Moses Jones and his
feature film of Some Voices starred Daniel Craig and premiered in competition at the Cannes Film festival .
This was followed by Enduring Love, also starring Daniel Craig, based on Ian McEwan's novel; and his
adaptation of Cormac McCarthy's novel, The Road, starring Charlize Theron and Viggo Mortensen, which
premiered in competition at the Venice Film Festival in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Blue/Orange
(Student Editions) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Richard Shumate:

This book untitled Blue/Orange (Student Editions) to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.
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Audrey Spence:

Blue/Orange (Student Editions) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Blue/Orange (Student Editions)
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial thinking.

Joseph Dolezal:

You can get this Blue/Orange (Student Editions) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.
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