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There is nothing more life-affirming than understanding death in all its
forms.

Natural selection depends on death; little would evolve without it. Every animal
on Earth is shaped by its presence and fashioned by its spectre. We are all
survivors of starvation, drought, volcanic eruptions, meteorites, plagues,
parasites, predators, freak weather events, tussles and scraps, and our bodies are
shaped by these ancient events.

Some animals live for just a few hours as adults, others prefer to kill themselves
rather than live unnecessarily for longer than they are needed, and there are a
number of animals that can live for centuries. There are parasites that drive their
hosts to die awful deaths, and parasites that manipulate their hosts to live longer,
healthier lives. There is death in life.

Amongst all of this, there is us, the upright ape; perhaps the first animal in the
history of the universe fully conscious that death really is going to happen to us
all in the end.

With a narrative featuring a fish with a fake eye, the oldest animal in the world,
the immortal jellyfish and some of the world's top death-investigating biologists,
Death on Earth explores the never-ending cycle of death and the impact death
has on the living, and muses on how evolution and death affect us every single
day. Why are we so weird about death? Where does this fear come from? Why
are we so afraid of ageing? And how might knowledge of ageing in other animals
help us live better lives, free of the diseases of old age?
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There is nothing more life-affirming than understanding death in all its forms.

Natural selection depends on death; little would evolve without it. Every animal on Earth is shaped by its
presence and fashioned by its spectre. We are all survivors of starvation, drought, volcanic eruptions,
meteorites, plagues, parasites, predators, freak weather events, tussles and scraps, and our bodies are shaped
by these ancient events.

Some animals live for just a few hours as adults, others prefer to kill themselves rather than live
unnecessarily for longer than they are needed, and there are a number of animals that can live for centuries.
There are parasites that drive their hosts to die awful deaths, and parasites that manipulate their hosts to live
longer, healthier lives. There is death in life.

Amongst all of this, there is us, the upright ape; perhaps the first animal in the history of the universe fully
conscious that death really is going to happen to us all in the end.

With a narrative featuring a fish with a fake eye, the oldest animal in the world, the immortal jellyfish and
some of the world's top death-investigating biologists, Death on Earth explores the never-ending cycle of
death and the impact death has on the living, and muses on how evolution and death affect us every single
day. Why are we so weird about death? Where does this fear come from? Why are we so afraid of ageing?
And how might knowledge of ageing in other animals help us live better lives, free of the diseases of old
age?
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Editorial Review

Review

"Though death is usually a somber subject, this title is filled with humorous details... Fans of Howard’s first
title, Sex on Earth: A Journey Through Nature’s Most Intimate Moments, will find the same wittiness,
mindfulness, and clever presentation of scientifically sound ideas here. Anyone interested in a lighthearted
contemplation of a sorrowful topic will appreciate this work." - Library Journal

"An altogether eye-opening, engaging, and enjoyably humorous (but never distasteful) guided tour through
the world of death . . . It's an incredibly approachable and oddly enjoyable exposition of a topic about which
many of us would rather not think (probably because it scares us to death)." - Collin McCabe, Science
Magazine

About the Author
No Bio

No Bio

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Death on Earth: Adventures in Evolution and Mortality. Try to make
the book Death on Earth: Adventures in Evolution and Mortality as your friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Colleen Holden:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Death on Earth:
Adventures in Evolution and Mortality? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have additional opinion?
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Patsy Locke:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Death on Earth:
Adventures in Evolution and Mortality suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Death on Earth: Adventures in Evolution and Mortalityis the main one
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on
this book.

Margaret Pace:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Death on Earth: Adventures in
Evolution and Mortality publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Death on Earth: Adventures in
Evolution and Mortality as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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