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As part of its effort to forge a new secular Jewish nation, the nascent Israeli state
tried to limit Jewish religiosity. However, with the steady growth of the
ultraorthodox community and the expansion of the settler community, Israeli
society is becoming increasingly religious. Although the arrival of religious
discourse in Israeli politics has long been noticed, its cultural development has
rarely been addressed. Directed by God explores how the country’s popular
media, principally film and television, reflect this transformation. In doing so, it
examines the changing nature of Zionism and the place of Judaism within it.

Once the purview of secular culture, Israel’s media initially promoted
alternatives to traditional religious expression; however, using films such as
Kadosh, Waltz with Bashir, and Eyes Wide Open, Yaron Peleg shows how
Israel’s contemporary film and television programs have been shaped by new
religious trends and how secular Israeli culture has processed and reflected on its
religious heritage. He investigates how shifting cinematic visions of Jewish
masculinity and gender track transformations in the nation’s religious discourse.
Moving beyond the secular/religious divide, Directed by God explores changing
film and television representations of different Jewish religious groups, assessing
what these representations may mean for the future of Israeli society.
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As part of its effort to forge a new secular Jewish nation, the nascent Israeli state tried to limit Jewish
religiosity. However, with the steady growth of the ultraorthodox community and the expansion of the settler
community, Israeli society is becoming increasingly religious. Although the arrival of religious discourse in
Israeli politics has long been noticed, its cultural development has rarely been addressed. Directed by God
explores how the country’s popular media, principally film and television, reflect this transformation. In
doing so, it examines the changing nature of Zionism and the place of Judaism within it.

Once the purview of secular culture, Israel’s media initially promoted alternatives to traditional religious
expression; however, using films such as Kadosh, Waltz with Bashir, and Eyes Wide Open, Yaron Peleg
shows how Israel’s contemporary film and television programs have been shaped by new religious trends
and how secular Israeli culture has processed and reflected on its religious heritage. He investigates how
shifting cinematic visions of Jewish masculinity and gender track transformations in the nation’s religious
discourse. Moving beyond the secular/religious divide, Directed by God explores changing film and
television representations of different Jewish religious groups, assessing what these representations may
mean for the future of Israeli society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume contributes greatly to various fields of scholarship—cinema studies, Israel studies and Israeli
cinema, and religious studies—and could be extremely useful for teaching. It will also be very useful to the
general public, increasingly attracted to the vitality, beauty, and rigorous standards of Israeli cinema."
(Marcella Simoni, Ca’ Foscari University, Venice, author of A Healthy Nation: Zionist Health Policies in
British Palestine 1930–1939 and At the Margins of Conflict: Social Perspectives on Arabs and Jews in
British Palestine 1922–1948)

About the Author
Yaron Peleg is the Kennedy-Leigh Lecturer in modern Hebrew studies at the University of Cambridge,
where he teaches modern Hebrew literature and Israeli culture. He is the author of Israeli Culture between
the Two Intifadas: A Brief Romance and coeditor of Israeli Cinema: Identities in Motion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

The feeling that you get from Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary Israeli Film and Television is a
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary
Israeli Film and Television giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this particular Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary Israeli Film and Television instantly.

Thomas Brim:

This Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary Israeli Film and Television is great e-book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary Israeli Film and Television in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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Jane Rich:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Directed by God:
Jewishness in Contemporary Israeli Film and Television which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.

Tommy Bowles:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Directed by God: Jewishness in Contemporary
Israeli Film and Television can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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