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Over the course of his career Werner Herzog, known for such visionary
masterpieces as Aguirre: The Wrath of God (1972) and The Enigma of Kaspar
Hauser (1974), has directed almost sixty films, roughly half of which are
documentaries. And yet, in a statement delivered during a public appearance in
1999, the filmmaker declared: “There are deeper strata of truth in cinema, and
there is such a thing as poetic, ecstatic truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can
be reached only through fabrication and imagination and stylization.” Ferocious
Reality is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the traditional
tenets of documentary, can inform the work of one of the world’s most
provocative documentarians.

Herzog, whose Cave of Forgotten Dreams was perhaps the most celebrated
documentary of 2010, may be the most influential filmmaker missing from major
studies and histories of documentary. Examining such notable films as Lessons of
Darkness (1992) and Grizzly Man (2005), Eric Ames shows how Herzog
dismisses documentary as a mode of filmmaking in order to creatively intervene
and participate in it. In close, contextualized analysis of more than twenty-five
films spanning Herzog’s career, Ames makes a case for exploring documentary
films in terms of performance and explains what it means to do so. Thus his book
expands the field of cinema studies even as it offers an invaluable new
perspective on a little studied but integral part of Werner Herzog’s extraordinary
oeuvre.
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Over the course of his career Werner Herzog, known for such visionary masterpieces as Aguirre: The Wrath
of God (1972) and The Enigma of Kaspar Hauser (1974), has directed almost sixty films, roughly half of
which are documentaries. And yet, in a statement delivered during a public appearance in 1999, the
filmmaker declared: “There are deeper strata of truth in cinema, and there is such a thing as poetic, ecstatic
truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can be reached only through fabrication and imagination and
stylization.” Ferocious Reality is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the traditional tenets
of documentary, can inform the work of one of the world’s most provocative documentarians.

Herzog, whose Cave of Forgotten Dreams was perhaps the most celebrated documentary of 2010, may be
the most influential filmmaker missing from major studies and histories of documentary. Examining such
notable films as Lessons of Darkness (1992) and Grizzly Man (2005), Eric Ames shows how Herzog
dismisses documentary as a mode of filmmaking in order to creatively intervene and participate in it. In
close, contextualized analysis of more than twenty-five films spanning Herzog’s career, Ames makes a case
for exploring documentary films in terms of performance and explains what it means to do so. Thus his book
expands the field of cinema studies even as it offers an invaluable new perspective on a little studied but
integral part of Werner Herzog’s extraordinary oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Werner Herzog has long avowed that he hates documentaries and does not participate in the tradition. Eric
Ames’s wonderful book lets us in on an open secret: ‘Herzog has. . . added to the vitality and visibility of
documentary cinema internationally for more than four decades.’ I would go further: the best of the films
that Herzog has made over his long career have been those that, if not called documentaries, cannot be
labeled fictions. Werner Herzog’s challenges to the documentary tradition have inevitably become part of
that tradition. This book shows us how." —Linda Williams, University of California, Berkeley

"Ferocious Reality is excellent. The book centers on how Herzog consistently undertakes an exploration of
the limits of documentary cinema and engages with it as performative behavior, challenging its boundaries.
Eric Ames analyzes a broad range of Herzog’s films and engages with an array of important theoreticians of
documentary cinema. This book is first-rate and innovative." —Brad Prager, author of The Cinema of
Werner Herzog: Aesthetic Ecstasy and Truth

About the Author

Eric Ames is associate professor of German and a member of the cinema studies faculty at the University of
Washington. He is coeditor of Germany’s Colonial Pasts and author of Carl Hagenbeck’s Empire of
Entertainments.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible
Evidence) as your daily resource information.

Mary McHugh:

The publication untitled Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence) is
the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
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author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner
Herzog (Visible Evidence) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jarred Chisolm:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ferocious Reality: Documentary according
to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence) as good book not just by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Blackwood:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence) we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
this book Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence). You can more
inviting than now.
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