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Lyrical and intensely moving, The Opposite House explores the thin wall
between myth and reality through the alternating tales of two young women.
Growing up in London, Maja, a singer, always struggled to negotiate her Afro-
Cuban background with her physical home. Yemaya is a Santeria emissary who
lives in a mysterious somewherehouse with two doors: one opening to London,
the other to Lagos. She is troubled by the ease with which her fellow emissaries
have disguised themselves behind the personas of saints and by her inability to
recognize them. Interweaving these two tales. Helen Oyeyemi, acclaimed author
of The Icarus Girl, spins a dazzling tale about faith, identity, and self-discovery.
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Lyrical and intensely moving, The Opposite House explores the thin wall between myth and reality through
the alternating tales of two young women. Growing up in London, Maja, a singer, always struggled to
negotiate her Afro-Cuban background with her physical home. Yemaya is a Santeria emissary who lives in a
mysterious somewherehouse with two doors: one opening to London, the other to Lagos. She is troubled by
the ease with which her fellow emissaries have disguised themselves behind the personas of saints and by her
inability to recognize them. Interweaving these two tales. Helen Oyeyemi, acclaimed author of The Icarus
Girl, spins a dazzling tale about faith, identity, and self-discovery.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Oyeyemi (Icarus Girl) returns to the realms of myth and magic in her second novel, the rewarding and
challenging narrative of Maja, a 24-year-old black Cuban woman whose family fled Castro's revolution for
London when she was seven. Maja has recently moved in with her boyfriend, Aaron, and discovers she is
pregnant with the child she's wanted since she was five years old. And though adjusted to life in London, she
begins to wonder about the country her family left behind. Coloring her search for a sense of belonging are
the gods and goddesses of Santeria, a fusion of Catholicism and West African Yoruba beliefs. Flashbacks
flesh out Maja's relationships with her Santeria-practicing Mami, her professor Papi (who is not a Santeria
practitioner) and her bully-bait younger brother, Tomás. Maja's gay best friend, Amy Eleni, provides Maja
with sharp insight that helps her come into her own. Interwoven is the story of Aya, a goddess of Santeria
who lives in the "somewherehouse," which has one door that opens onto Lagos and one onto London.
Though the prose can tend toward the imprecise ("she felt a pull and a fuzzy, bite-sized happiness"), the
novel's lyrical and stylistic experimentation speaks to Oyeyemi's depth of talent. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Complex, challenging, utterly thrilling.” —The Miami Herald“A startling literary prodigy. . . . [Oyeyemi]
has the ability to shift between realism and expressionism without surrendering to self-indulgence. . . .
Recalls the visionary worlds of Emily Dickinson, Neruda and even Rimbaud.” —The Washington Post Book
World “Beautiful, meandering. . . . [A novel] about the difficulties of knowing who you are, especially if you
are born of several incompatible cultures.” —The Times (London)“Again displays [Oyeyemi's] amazing
sure-handedness that is far beyond her years.” —Seattle Post-Intelligencer

About the Author
Helen Oyeyemi was born in Nigeria in 1984 and has lived in London since the age of four. She completed
her first novel The Icarus Girl before her nineteenth birthday. She graduated from Cambridge University in
June 2006 and lives in London. The Opposite House is her second novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reyes:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Opposite House. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Opposite House. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alisa Gordon:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
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to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Opposite House to read.

Kathy Davis:

Often the book The Opposite House has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead
of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Robert Hill:

This The Opposite House is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this The Opposite House can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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