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Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation is a contemporary, scripture-
rich, and dramatically visual exploration of the Catholic faith for young adults.
With its engaging style, full-color graphics, and interesting sidebar articles,
Ascend covers the basics of Christianity from a viewpoint that is Catholic yet
ecumenically minded. There are chapter profiles on Christian role models from
both ancient and modern times, and informative discussions of contemporary
events from a Christian perspective. Discussion questions and book
recommendations are included for each chapter; there is also an extensive
glossary. Though oriented to young adults, Ascend provides an overview of
Christianity that will appeal to all ages, Christians and non-Christians alike.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This laudable effort to make the Catholic faith understandable and appealing to young adults labors mightily
to sound hip and cool, but it suffers from an oversimplified style that could alienate more thoughtful young
seekers. In their attempt to take the Catholic faith down to the basics, Stoltz and Tomkovicz, both deacons in
the archdiocese of Los Angeles, write in a way that may strike some readers as rudimentary. For example, in
the introduction, they use a footnote to explain their subsequent use of footnotes. The authors also seem
uncertain about the age group they are addressing. While young adult typically refers to collegians and recent
college graduates, the introduction at one point suggests the audience may be raising children and thus would
be slightly older. The book's positive features include its organization into short chapters with sidebars, the
inclusion of a glossary of terms and treatment of questions like I read The Da Vinci Code. Don't the facts in
this book show Christianity is a lie? The authors also effectively use cultural references to convey some
points. This book will work best for those who know lots about culture and little about Catholicism. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Anyone who picks it up will find it hard to resist, given its broad scope and lively writing coupled with solid
grounding in Scripture.
--2010 Catholic Press Awards

From its inclusive, ecumenical language to its stunning graphic design, creative use of typography, evocative
profiles, and beautiful photographs, Ascend is clearly intended to communicate with a contemporary
audience --Catholic News Service

The authors, both permanent deacons from Los Angeles, write in clear, concise language meant for a time-
challenged and technology-oriented generation. --The Evangelist, newspaper of the Diocese of Albany

Finally something for young adult Catholics that actually speaks their language--blunt, personal, authentic
and visual. Ascend's groundbreaking new way of presenting simple Gospel truths is a bold new invitation to
the faith addressed directly to the future of the church. --James Martin, S.J., author, My Life with the Saints

Everything about this book the design, structure, content, style is geared to an audience nurtured on visual
appeal, technology and rapid assimilation. The content succeeds extremely well in the premise of its subtitle:
the Catholic Faith for a New Generation. Anyone who picks it up will find it hard to resist, given its broad
scope and lively writing coupled with a sold grounding in Scripture. --The Catholic Journalist June 2010

About the Author
Deacon Eric Stoltz has worked in strategic communications as a public relations executive and is now a Web
designer and developer. He ministers at St. Brendan Church in Los Angeles and is actively involved in
ecumenical and interfaith relations.

Deacon Vince Tomkovicz is the parish manager of St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Church in Westlake
Village, California. He works with youth and adults in religious education. He and his wife are active in
prison ministry.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicolas Olsen:

This Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
That Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Ascend: The Catholic Faith
for a New Generation can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New
Generation having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Karin Eubanks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation as your daily
resource information.

Debra Treat:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Ascend: The Catholic Faith for a New Generation will give you a
new experience in looking at a book.
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