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This book examines five features of Japan’s ‘Lost Decades’: the speed of the
economic decline in Japan compared to Japan’s earlier global prowess; a rapidly
declining population; considerable political instability and failed reform attempts;
shifting balances of power in the region and changing relations with Asian
neighbouring nations; and the lingering legacy of World War Two. Addressing
the question of why the decades were lost, this book offers 15 new perspectives
ranging from economics to ideology and beyond. Investigating problems such as
the risk-averse behaviour of Japan’s bureaucracy and the absence of strong
political leadership, the authors analyse how the delay of ‘loss-cutting policies’
led to the 1997 financial crisis and a state of political gridlock where
policymakers could not decide on firm strategies that would benefit national
interests.

To discuss the rebuilding of Japan, the authors argue that it is first essential to
critically examine Japan’s ‘Lost Decades’ and this book offers a comprehensive
overview of Japan’s recent 20 years of crisis. The book reveals that the ‘Lost
Decades’ is not an issue unique to the Japanese context but has global relevance,
and its study can provide important insights into challenges being faced in other
mature economies. With chapters written by some of the world’s leading Japan
specialists and chapters focusing on a variety of disciplines, this book will be of
interest to students and scholars in the areas of Japan studies, Politics,
International Relations, Security Studies, Government Policy and History.
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This book examines five features of Japan’s ‘Lost Decades’: the speed of the economic decline in Japan
compared to Japan’s earlier global prowess; a rapidly declining population; considerable political instability
and failed reform attempts; shifting balances of power in the region and changing relations with Asian
neighbouring nations; and the lingering legacy of World War Two. Addressing the question of why the
decades were lost, this book offers 15 new perspectives ranging from economics to ideology and beyond.
Investigating problems such as the risk-averse behaviour of Japan’s bureaucracy and the absence of strong
political leadership, the authors analyse how the delay of ‘loss-cutting policies’ led to the 1997 financial
crisis and a state of political gridlock where policymakers could not decide on firm strategies that would
benefit national interests.

To discuss the rebuilding of Japan, the authors argue that it is first essential to critically examine Japan’s
‘Lost Decades’ and this book offers a comprehensive overview of Japan’s recent 20 years of crisis. The book
reveals that the ‘Lost Decades’ is not an issue unique to the Japanese context but has global relevance, and
its study can provide important insights into challenges being faced in other mature economies. With
chapters written by some of the world’s leading Japan specialists and chapters focusing on a variety of
disciplines, this book will be of interest to students and scholars in the areas of Japan studies, Politics,
International Relations, Security Studies, Government Policy and History.
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Editorial Review

Review

The world is still trying to understand what went on in Japan's "Lost Decades," a topic that has become all
the more relevant as much of the west succumbs to Japan-style problems of deflation and low growth. This
collection of essays by experts in their field will help the reader pick through this important subject. For
readers seeking to understand Japan and for ones wondering whether "Japanization" is coming to a country
near them, this should prove a fascinating read.

David Pilling, Financial Times

This book contains a superb and timely collection of essays on the troubles Japan has been having,
economically and politically, since the 1990s. The period coincides with the ending of the Cold War and the
acceleration of economic globalization. The studies show how a nation that seemed to fare so well during the
Cold War has stagnated in a globalizing world. As the editors note, Japan's example could be followed by
other countries and deserves serious attention.

Akira Iriye, Harvard University, USA

About the Author
Yoichi Funabashi is Chairman of the Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation, Japan. Barak Kushner is Senior
Lecturer at the University of Cambridge, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Examining Japan's Lost Decades
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Leonard Palmer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
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when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series).

Shawn McDonald:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for you is Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) this
guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Darlene Kidd:

Beside that Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book as well as read it from today!
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