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Boldly challenging traditional understandings of Heian literature, Tomiko Y oda
reveals the connections between gender, nationalism, and cultural representation
evident in prevailing interpretations of classic Heian texts. Renowned for the
wealth and sophistication of women’'swriting, the literature of the Heian period
(794-1192) has long been considered central to the Japanese literary canon and
Japanese national identity. Y oda historicizes claims about the inherent femininity
of thisliterature by revisiting key moments in the history of Japanese literary
scholarship from the eighteenth century to the present. She argues that by
foregrounding women’ s voices in Heian literature, the discipline has repeatedly
enacted the problematic modernizing gesture in which the “feminine” is
recognized, canceled, and then contained within a national framework articulated
in masculine terms.

Moving back and forth between a critique of modern discourses on Heian
literature and close analyses of the Heian texts themselves, Y oda sheds light on
some of the most persistent interpretive models underwriting Japanese literary
studies, particularly the modern paradigm of a masculine national subject. She
proposes new directions for disciplinary critique and suggests that historicized
understandings of premodern texts offer significant insights into contemporary
feminist theories of subjectivity and agency.
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Gender and National Literature: Heian Textsin the Constructions of Japanese M oder nity (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) By Tomiko Y oda

Boldly challenging traditional understandings of Heian literature, Tomiko Y oda reveals the connections
between gender, nationalism, and cultural representation evident in prevailing interpretations of classic
Heian texts. Renowned for the wealth and sophistication of women’s writing, the literature of the Heian
period (794-1192) has long been considered central to the Japanese literary canon and Japanese national
identity. Y oda historicizes claims about the inherent femininity of this literature by revisiting key moments
in the history of Japanese literary scholarship from the eighteenth century to the present. She argues that by
foregrounding women’ s voices in Heian literature, the discipline has repeatedly enacted the problematic
modernizing gesture in which the “feminine” is recognized, canceled, and then contained within a national
framework articulated in masculine terms.

Moving back and forth between a critique of modern discourses on Heian literature and close analyses of the
Heian texts themselves, Y oda sheds light on some of the most persistent interpretive models underwriting
Japanese literary studies, particularly the modern paradigm of a masculine national subject. She proposes
new directions for disciplinary critique and suggests that historicized understandings of premodern texts
offer significant insights into contemporary feminist theories of subjectivity and agency.
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Editorial Review
Review

“1 can think of few other scholarly monographs that have taught us as much about the historical significance
of the study of classical ‘literature’ in modernity. The narrative texts of Heian Japan have never received
more meticulous and rigorous scrutiny achieved with such sheer intelligence. Tomiko Y oda succeedsin
speaking to interdisciplinary and international audiences about why the institution of *literature’ had to serve
acrucial role in the manufacture of specifically gendered subjects of the nation and how the pronominal
categories had to be invented in order to newly designate modern subjects. She has laid a cornerstone in the
literary studies of modernity, which the cultural studies of Japan, East Asia, and Europe can no longer
ignore. Thisis aremarkable achievement.”—Naoki Sakai, Cornell University

“Keenly, lucidly, thoroughly, Gender and National Literature shows how the modern feminization of Heian
literature did not ssimply parallél the formation of the modern subject in Japan, but proved integral to it.
Tomiko Y odathus issues a profound challenge to the received wisdom about the femininity and the ‘women
of classical literature. And her responseis brilliant; turning to the materiality of the Heian text, Y oda poses
new readings that take the question of gender far beyond previous studies of Heian and modern Japanese
literature.”—Thomas LaMarre, author of Uncovering Heian Japan: An Archaeology of Sensation and
Inscription

From the Back Cover

"Keenly, lucidly, thoroughly, " Gender and National Literature" shows how the modern feminization of
Heian literature did not simply parallel the formation of the modern subject in Japan, but proved integral to
it. Tomiko Y odathus issues a profound challenge to the received wisdom about the femininity and the
'women' of classical literature. And her responseis brilliant: turning to the materiality of the Heian text,

Y oda poses new readings that take the question of gender far beyond previous studies of Heian and modern
Japanese literature."--Thomas LaMarre, author of "Uncovering Heian Japan: An Archaeology of Sensation
and Inscription”

About the Author

Tomiko Yodais Associate Professor in the Department of Asian and African Languages and the Program in
Literature at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

The book Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Maodernity (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
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having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Gender and National
Literature: Helan Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Maodernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) to get your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or al subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this publication?

Leona Tidwell:

This Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. This particular Gender
and Nationa Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Poalitics, and Society) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of
Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

LauraHill:

The publication untitled Gender and National Literature; Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese
Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Palitics, and Society) is the publication that recommended to you to read.
Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could
possibly get the e-book of Gender and National Literature: Heian Textsin the Constructions of Japanese
Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Palitics, and Society) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Ralph Smith:

This Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) is fresh way for you who hasinterest to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Gender and National Literature: Heian Textsin the
Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should
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be here for aperson. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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