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When non-Orthodox Jews become frum (religious), they encounter much more
than dietary laws and Sabbath prohibitions. They find themselvesin the midst of
awhole new culture, involving matchmakers, homemade gefilte fish, and

Y iddish-influenced grammar. Becoming Frum explains how these newcomers
learn Orthodox language and culture through their interactions with community
veterans and other newcomers. Some take on as much as they can as quickly as
they can, going beyond the norms of those raised in the community. Others
maintain aspects of their pre-Orthodox selves, yielding unique combinations, like
Matisyahu’ s reggae music or Hebrew words and sing-song intonation used with
American dang, asin “mamish (really) keepin' it real.”

Sarah Bunin Benor brings insight into the phenomenon of adopting a new
identity based on ethnographic and sociolinguistic research among men and
women in an American Orthodox community. Her analysisis applicable to other
situations of adult language sociaization, such as students learning medical
jargon or Canadians moving to Australia. Becoming Frum offers a scholarly and
accessible look at the linguistic and cultural process of “becoming.”
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When non-Orthodox Jews become frum (religious), they encounter much more than dietary laws and
Sabbath prohibitions. They find themselvesin the midst of awhole new culture, involving matchmakers,
homemade gefilte fish, and Yiddish-influenced grammar. Becoming Frum explains how these newcomers
learn Orthodox language and culture through their interactions with community veterans and other
newcomers. Some take on as much as they can as quickly as they can, going beyond the norms of those
raised in the community. Others maintain aspects of their pre-Orthodox selves, yielding unique
combinations, like Matisyahu’ s reggae music or Hebrew words and sing-song intonation used with American
dang, asin “mamish (really) keepin’ it real.”

Sarah Bunin Benor brings insight into the phenomenon of adopting a new identity based on ethnographic
and sociolinguistic research among men and women in an American Orthodox community. Her analysisis
applicable to other situations of adult language socialization, such as students learning medical jargon or
Canadians moving to Australia. Becoming Frum offers a scholarly and accessible ook at the linguistic and
cultural process of “becoming.”
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Editorial Review
Review

"Benor's engaging and innovative study of language and identity surprises, delights, and educates. Becoming
Frumisamust-read for anyone who wants to understand Jewish language and culture today."
(Mary Bucholtz department of lingustics, University of California, Santa Barbara 2011-11-17)

“Becoming Frum offers a nuanced visual and sound portrait of Orthodox Jewish life, enabling usto hear the
way individuals' identities evolve.”
(Samuel Heilman department of sociology, Queens College, CUNY 2011-11-17)

"This volume by Benor is a sociolinguistic study of non-Orthodox Jews becoming frum (religious) by
returning to the beliefs and practices of Orthodox Jewish life. Nine well-researched chapters underscore the
state of hesitation, decision, and action of returnees. Becoming Frum encodes dress change, eating habits,
social outlook, and an impressive array of 'dos and don'ts' that will identify the newly observant. Very
informative is Benor's investigative scrutiny of frumster speech (religious Yinglish). Thisisastrong
ethnographic study of issues and lessons related to becoming religiously Orthodox observant.
Recommended.”

(Choice 2013-06-01)

About the Author

SARAH BUNIN BENOR is an associate professor of contemporary Jewish studies at Hebrew Union
College—Jewish Institute of Religion. She has published and lectured widely on sociolinguistics, Jewish
languages, and Orthodox Jews.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sandra Williams:

Here thing why that Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox
Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading abook is
good but it really depends in the content of it which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. Becoming
Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the
World) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis no
book that similar with Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox
Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn
the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) in e-book can be your option.
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Deborah Anderson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Becoming
Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the
World).

Beverly McClendon:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the
Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) can be the response, oh how
comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new
erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jamie Gregory:

As acollege student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
rea their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox
Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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