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Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes offers
the theoretical background needed to understand what disasters are and why they
occur. Drawing on related disciplines, including sociology, risk theory, and
seminal research on disasters and emergency management, Disaster Theory
clearly lays out the conceptual framework of the emerging field of disaster
studies. Tailored to the needs of advanced undergraduates and graduate students,
this unique text also provides an ideal capstone for students who have already
been introduced to the fundamentals of emergency management. Disaster Theory
emphasizes the application of critical thinking in understanding disasters and
their causes by synthesizing a wide range of information on theory and practice,
including input from leading scholars in the field.

Offers the first cohesive depiction of disaster theory●

Incorporates material from leading thinkers in the field, as well as student●

exercises and critical thinking questions, making this a rich resource for
advanced courses
Written from an international perspective and includes case studies of disasters●

and hazards from around the world for comparing the leading models of
emergency response
Challenges the reader to think critically about important questions in disaster●

management from various points of view
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Editorial Review

Review

"...a well-argued, learned and readable case for studying and planning for disasters...Altogether a thought-
provoking book worth a look by far more people than those interested in the subject of the title and sub-
title."--Professional Security Magazine Online, Disaster Theory

"Professor David Etkin has developed a standout text that not only provides foundational information but
does so in such a way as to actively engage students to gain a deeper understanding of the material,
encouraging them to contemplate and learn more, rather than simply absorb what is given." --Jane Kushma,
Doctoral Program Director, Department of Emergency Management, Jacksonville State University

"[Disaster Theory] is rather a very broad, sweeping analysis and eclectic tour of the field of disaster studies,
both local and global, ancient and modern, theoretical and practical...[It] draws upon an impressive range of
fields and literature to raise questions about disasters." --Ian Burton, Scientist Emeritus, Meteorological
Service of Canada; Emeritus Professor, University of Toronto

"[Disaster Theory] will be an excellent resource for students in a wide variety of disaster and hazard studies
courses. The writing style is crisp and the integration of materials?be they case studies, photos, or graphics
across both multiple social science discipline and relevant contributions from the humanities?provide depth
and perspective never before available." --Thomas E. Drabek, Professor and Professor Emeritus, Department
of Sociology and Criminology, University of Denver

About the Author
David Etkin is an Associate Professor of Disaster and Emergency Management at York University, Toronto
Canada. He has contributed to several national and international natural hazard projects including the 2nd
U.S. national assessment of natural hazards, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), two
NATO workshops, was Principal Investigator of the Canadian National Assessment of Natural Hazards, and
is Past President of the Canadian Risk and Hazards Network. His research interests focus on disaster
management, risk and climate change. He has over 80 publications to his credit, including 6 edited volumes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Stone:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Disaster Theory:
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.
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Jon Harrill:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary
Approach to Concepts and Causes that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary
Approach to Concepts and Causes become your own personal starter.

Michael Berube:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book.
Typically the book that recommended to you personally is Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach
to Concepts and Causes this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.

John Dame:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. Through the book Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes.
You can more desirable than now.
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