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Small states have learned in recent decades that capital accumulates where taxes
are low; as a result, tax havens have increasingly competed for the attention of
international investors with tax and regulatory concessions. Economically
powerful countries including France, Britain, Japan, and the United States,
however, wished to stanch the offshore flow of domestic taxable capital. Since
1998 the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has
attempted to impose common tax regulations on more than three dozen small
states.

In a fascinating book based on fieldwork and interviews in twenty-two countries
in the Caribbean, North America, Europe, and islands in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans, J. C. Sharman shows how the struggle was decided in favor of the tax
havens, which eventually avoided common regulation. No other book on tax
havens is based on such extensive fieldwork, and no other author has had access
to so many of the key decision makers who played roles in the conflict between
onshore and offshore Sharman suggests that microstates succeeded in their
struggle with great powers because of their astute deployment of reputation and
effective rhetorical self-positioning. In effect, they persuaded a transnational
audience that the OECD was being untrue to its own values by engaging in a
hypocritical, bullying exercise inimical to free competition.
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Small states have learned in recent decades that capital accumulates where taxes are low; as a result, tax
havens have increasingly competed for the attention of international investors with tax and regulatory
concessions. Economically powerful countries including France, Britain, Japan, and the United States,
however, wished to stanch the offshore flow of domestic taxable capital. Since 1998 the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has attempted to impose common tax regulations on
more than three dozen small states.

In a fascinating book based on fieldwork and interviews in twenty-two countries in the Caribbean, North
America, Europe, and islands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, J. C. Sharman shows how the struggle was
decided in favor of the tax havens, which eventually avoided common regulation. No other book on tax
havens is based on such extensive fieldwork, and no other author has had access to so many of the key
decision makers who played roles in the conflict between onshore and offshore Sharman suggests that
microstates succeeded in their struggle with great powers because of their astute deployment of reputation
and effective rhetorical self-positioning. In effect, they persuaded a transnational audience that the OECD
was being untrue to its own values by engaging in a hypocritical, bullying exercise inimical to free
competition.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this highly informative, nuanced, and balanced book, J. C. Sharman narrates the fascinating story of how
the Davids of the modern world, the small tax havens, have managed to beat the modern Goliath represented
by the OECD campaign against harmful tax competition. Without losing sight of the theoretical
underpinnings of his narrative, Sharman weaves a tale of complex political maneuvering on par with the best
detective stories This has resulted in one of the most important recent contributions to international relations
scholarship."?Ronen Palan, University of Sussex, author of The Offshore World

"Tax havens and attempts at their regulation have increasingly become?an issue of intense public debate and
some academic analysis. J. C. Sharman is in a unique position due to the very extensive empirical research
he has conducted. He has personally visited a large number of countries, both developed OECD states and a
substantial number of havens, interviewing many key players and collecting much documentation. Havens in
a Storm provides a fascinating overview of recent developments and cogent analysis of the political
dynamics of the issue."?Sol Picciotto, Lancaster University Law School

From the Back Cover
"Tax havens and attempts at their regulation have increasingly become an issue of intense public debate and
some academic analysis. J. C. Sharman is in a unique position due to the very extensive empirical research
he has conducted. He has personally visited a large number of countries, both developed OECD states and a
substantial number of havens, interviewing many key players and collecting much documentation. Havens in
a Storm provides a fascinating overview of recent developments and cogent analysis of the political
dynamics of the issue."—Sol Picciotto, Lancaster University Law School

About the Author

J. C. Sharman is Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor of International Relations at the University of Cambridge. He
is the author of The Despot's Guide to Wealth Management: On the International Campaign against Grand
Corruption, The Money Laundry: Regulating Criminal Finance in the Global Economy, and Havens in a
Storm: The Struggle for Global Tax Regulation, all from Cornell, and coauthor most recently of
International Order in Diversity: War, Trade and Rule in the Indian Ocean.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Cox:

The particular book Havens in a Storm: The Struggle for Global Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political
Economy) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Havens in
a Storm: The Struggle for Global Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.
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Edith Macklin:

The e-book untitled Havens in a Storm: The Struggle for Global Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political
Economy) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Havens in a Storm: The Struggle
for Global Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Timothy Williams:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Havens in a Storm: The Struggle for
Global Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Gladys Jackson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Havens in a Storm: The Struggle for Global Tax
Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Havens in a Storm: The Struggle for Global
Tax Regulation (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) can to be your new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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