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In Buddha’s Company explores a previously neglected aspect of the Vietnam
War: the experiences of the Thai troops who served there and the attitudes and
beliefs that motivated them to volunteer. Thailand sent nearly 40,000 volunteer
soldiers to South Vietnam to serve alongside the Free World Forces in the
conflict, but unlike the other foreign participants, the Thais came armed with
historical and cultural knowledge of the region. Blending the methodologies of
cultural and military history, Richard Ruth examines the individual experiences
of Thai volunteers in their wartime encounters with American allies, South
Vietnamese civilians, and Viet Cong enemies. Ruth shows how the Thais were
transformed by living amongst the modern goods and war machinery of the
Americans and by traversing the jungles and plantations haunted by indigenous
spirits. At the same time, Ruth argues, Thailand’s ruling institutions used the
image of volunteers to advance their respective agendas, especially those related
to anticommunist authoritarianism.

Drawing on numerous interviews with Thai veterans and archival material from
Thailand and the United States, Ruth focuses on the cultural exchanges that
occurred between Thai troops and their allies and enemies, presenting a
Southeast Asian view of a conflict that has traditionally been studied as a Cold
War event dominated by an American political agenda. The resulting study
considers such diverse topics as comparative Buddhisms, alternative modernities,
consumerism, celebrity, official memories vs. personal recollections, and the
value of local knowledge in foreign wars. The war’s effects within Thailand itself
are closely considered, demonstrating that the war against communism in
Vietnam, as articulated by Thai leaders, was a popular cause among nearly all
segments of the population. Furthermore, Ruth challenges previous assertions
that Thailand’s forces were merely "America’s mercenaries" by presenting the
multiple, overlapping motivations for volunteering offered by the soldiers
themselves.

In Buddha’s Company makes clear that many Thais sought direct involvement in
the Vietnam War and that their participation had profound and lasting effects on
the country’s political and military institutions, royal affairs, popular culture, and
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international relations. As one of only a handful of academic histories of
Thailand in the 1960s, it provides a crucial link between the keystone studies of
the Phibun-Sarit years (1946–1963) and those examining the turbulent 1970s.47
illus., 2 maps
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In Buddha’s Company explores a previously neglected aspect of the Vietnam War: the experiences of the
Thai troops who served there and the attitudes and beliefs that motivated them to volunteer. Thailand sent
nearly 40,000 volunteer soldiers to South Vietnam to serve alongside the Free World Forces in the conflict,
but unlike the other foreign participants, the Thais came armed with historical and cultural knowledge of the
region. Blending the methodologies of cultural and military history, Richard Ruth examines the individual
experiences of Thai volunteers in their wartime encounters with American allies, South Vietnamese civilians,
and Viet Cong enemies. Ruth shows how the Thais were transformed by living amongst the modern goods
and war machinery of the Americans and by traversing the jungles and plantations haunted by indigenous
spirits. At the same time, Ruth argues, Thailand’s ruling institutions used the image of volunteers to advance
their respective agendas, especially those related to anticommunist authoritarianism.

Drawing on numerous interviews with Thai veterans and archival material from Thailand and the United
States, Ruth focuses on the cultural exchanges that occurred between Thai troops and their allies and
enemies, presenting a Southeast Asian view of a conflict that has traditionally been studied as a Cold War
event dominated by an American political agenda. The resulting study considers such diverse topics as
comparative Buddhisms, alternative modernities, consumerism, celebrity, official memories vs. personal
recollections, and the value of local knowledge in foreign wars. The war’s effects within Thailand itself are
closely considered, demonstrating that the war against communism in Vietnam, as articulated by Thai
leaders, was a popular cause among nearly all segments of the population. Furthermore, Ruth challenges
previous assertions that Thailand’s forces were merely "America’s mercenaries" by presenting the multiple,
overlapping motivations for volunteering offered by the soldiers themselves.

In Buddha’s Company makes clear that many Thais sought direct involvement in the Vietnam War and that
their participation had profound and lasting effects on the country’s political and military institutions, royal
affairs, popular culture, and international relations. As one of only a handful of academic histories of
Thailand in the 1960s, it provides a crucial link between the keystone studies of the Phibun-Sarit years
(1946–1963) and those examining the turbulent 1970s.47 illus., 2 maps
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Johnson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the
Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ashley Davis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Sara Jones:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Derick Heinz:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
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Through the book In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life at this book In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). You can more inviting than now.
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