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A fascinating, accessible introduction to Islam from the author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Zealot

Though it is the fastest-growing religion in the world, Islam remains shrouded in
ignorance and fear for much of the West. In No god but God, Reza Aslan, an
internationally acclaimed scholar of religions, explains this faith in all its beauty
and complexity. Beginning with a vivid account of the social and religious milieu
in which the Prophet Muhammad forged his message, Aslan paints a portrait of
the first Muslim community as a radical experiment in religious pluralism and
social egalitarianism. He demonstrates how, after the Prophet’s death, his
successors attempted to interpret his message for future generations–an
overwhelming task that fractured the Muslim community into competing sects.
Finally, Aslan examines how, in the shadow of European colonialism, Muslims
developed conflicting strategies to reconcile traditional Islamic values with the
realities of the modern world, thus launching what Aslan terms the Islamic
Reformation. Timely and persuasive, No god but God is an elegantly written
account of a magnificent yet misunderstood faith.
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A fascinating, accessible introduction to Islam from the author of the #1 New York Times bestseller
Zealot

Though it is the fastest-growing religion in the world, Islam remains shrouded in ignorance and fear for
much of the West. In No god but God, Reza Aslan, an internationally acclaimed scholar of religions,
explains this faith in all its beauty and complexity. Beginning with a vivid account of the social and religious
milieu in which the Prophet Muhammad forged his message, Aslan paints a portrait of the first Muslim
community as a radical experiment in religious pluralism and social egalitarianism. He demonstrates how,
after the Prophet’s death, his successors attempted to interpret his message for future generations–an
overwhelming task that fractured the Muslim community into competing sects. Finally, Aslan examines how,
in the shadow of European colonialism, Muslims developed conflicting strategies to reconcile traditional
Islamic values with the realities of the modern world, thus launching what Aslan terms the Islamic
Reformation. Timely and persuasive, No god but God is an elegantly written account of a magnificent yet
misunderstood faith.
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Editorial Review

From The New Yorker
Aslan, a young Iranian emigrant, lucidly charts the growth of Islam from Muhammad's model community in
Medina—depicted as a center of egalitarian social reform—through the chaotic contest to define the faith
after the Prophet's death. Within generations, seven hundred thousand hadith—accounts of Muhammad's
words and deeds—were in circulation, many "fabricated by individuals who sought to legitimize their own
particular beliefs." Out of this muddle was born the primacy of the ulema, Islam's clerical establishment. The
ulema, in Aslan's view, foreclosed Koranic interpretation, detoured from the Medinan ideal, and obscured
Islam under a thicket of legalistic decrees. Fifteen centuries after Muhammad, Islam has reached the age at
which Christianity underwent its reformation; Islam's renewal, Aslan attests, "is already here." However,
both modernizers and their "fundamentalist" opposites call themselves reformers, and the victory of the
former is not assured.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Aslan's introduction to the history of Islam, which also devotes several chapters to the place of Islam in the
contemporary world, tackles its subject with serious and well-informed scholarship. But, miracle of miracles,
it's actually pretty fun to read. Beginning with an exploration of the religious climate in the years before the
Prophet's Revelation, Aslan traces the story of Islam from the Prophet's life and the so-called golden age of
the first four caliphs all the way through European colonization and subsequent independence. Aslan sees
religion as a story, and he tells it that way, bringing each successive century to life with the kind of vivid
details and like-you-were-there, present-tense narration that makes popular history popular. Even so, the
depth and breadth here will probably be a bit heavy for some, who might better enjoy Karen Armstrong's
shorter, if less authoritative, Islam (2000). That said, this is an excellent overview that doubles as an
impassioned call to reform. John Green
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Grippingly narrated and thoughtfully examined . . . a literate, accessible introduction to Islam.”
–The New York Times

“Aslan offers an invaluable introduction to the forces that have shaped Islam . . . an eloquent, erudite paean
to Islam in all of its complicated glory.”
–Los Angeles Times Book Review

“Wise and passionate . . . An incisive, scholarly primer in Muslim history and an engaging personal
exploration.”
–The New York Times Book Review

“Precise . . . acutely perceptive . . . For many troubled Muslims, this book will feel like a revelation, an
opening up of knowledge too long buried.”
–The Independent (London)

“Thoroughly engaging and excellently written . . . While [Aslan] might claim to be a mere scholar of the
Islamic Reformation, he is also one of its most articulate advocates.”
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–The Oregonian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

This No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and
Future of Islam can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

David Earnest:

No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing No god but God:
The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Sena Meyer:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Wanda Riddle:

This No god but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam is fresh way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this No god but God: The Origins,
Evolution, and Future of Islam can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them
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feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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