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"Alas, it is shameful to speak of it! It is shameful to relate such a disgusting
scandal to sacred ears! But if the doctor fears the virus of the plague, who will
apply the cauterization? If he is nauseated by those whom he is to cure, who will
lead sick souls back to the state of health?"

With these words, St. Peter Damian introduces the Book of Gomorrah, an
eloquent and impassioned denunciation of a plague of homosexuality among the
Catholic clergy during the 11th century. Although it was written almost a
thousand years ago, the Book of Gomorrah seems addressed to our own times,
associating the phenomena of clerical homosexuality and pederasty, and
endorsing the imprisonment of clergy who are a danger to youth.

The Book of Gomorrah offers a scathing analysis of the evil of sodomy, while
also expressing compassion for those who have fallen into such vice and the
possibility of their redemption by the aid of divine grace. It explains the
devastating effects of the vice both spiritually and psychologically, and warns
that such behavior, particularly among the clergy, will bring down the wrath of
God. It also urges the permanent defrocking of clerics who are habituated to
homosexual behavior and endorses the permanent confinement those guilty of
child sex abuse.

This new translation by Matthew Cullinan Hoffman is the most accurate and
faithful available in English, and carries a foreword by Cardinal Juan Sandoval
Iñiguez, Archbishop Emeritus of Guadalajara. It includes a 10,000-word
biographical introduction recounting Damian's struggle against corruption in the
Catholic Church, and a translator's preface that breaks new scholarly ground and
resolves old controversies about the text.
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"Alas, it is shameful to speak of it! It is shameful to relate such a disgusting scandal to sacred ears! But if the
doctor fears the virus of the plague, who will apply the cauterization? If he is nauseated by those whom he is
to cure, who will lead sick souls back to the state of health?"

With these words, St. Peter Damian introduces the Book of Gomorrah, an eloquent and impassioned
denunciation of a plague of homosexuality among the Catholic clergy during the 11th century. Although it
was written almost a thousand years ago, the Book of Gomorrah seems addressed to our own times,
associating the phenomena of clerical homosexuality and pederasty, and endorsing the imprisonment of
clergy who are a danger to youth.

The Book of Gomorrah offers a scathing analysis of the evil of sodomy, while also expressing compassion
for those who have fallen into such vice and the possibility of their redemption by the aid of divine grace. It
explains the devastating effects of the vice both spiritually and psychologically, and warns that such
behavior, particularly among the clergy, will bring down the wrath of God. It also urges the permanent
defrocking of clerics who are habituated to homosexual behavior and endorses the permanent confinement
those guilty of child sex abuse.

This new translation by Matthew Cullinan Hoffman is the most accurate and faithful available in English,
and carries a foreword by Cardinal Juan Sandoval Iñiguez, Archbishop Emeritus of Guadalajara. It includes a
10,000-word biographical introduction recounting Damian's struggle against corruption in the Catholic
Church, and a translator's preface that breaks new scholarly ground and resolves old controversies about the
text.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Hoffman has produced a highly readable translation of St Peter Damian's most famous work ... As the
Church once again confronts the consequences of a collapse of clerical sexual discipline, we do well to read
St. Peter's insistence on taking seriously the Church's early penitential tradition, and the Scriptural references
which formed the foundation for this, as well as his zeal for the souls of both sinners and the victims of
abuse. Hoffman has done a great service to his readers in preparing this edition."  --Dr. Joseph Shaw,
Tutorial Fellow in Philosophy at St. Benet's Hall, Oxford

"The Book of Gomorrah has recently been translated from the original Latin into English, with copious
introductory material, by an erudite Catholic who is faithful to Christ and his Church: Matthew Cullinan
Hoffman. I have accepted with pleasure the task of writing this brief presentation of a book which ... brings
us to the realization that a thousand years ago sexual vices were being practiced by various sons of the
Church that lamentably are present today and have been the occasion of scandal, discredit, and apostasy." --
From the foreword by Cardinal Juan Sandoval Íñiguez

"With this translation, Matthew Hoffman gives a tremendous gift to the Church, at a time when she
desperately needs to hear the undiluted truth, spoken with love, even at the risk of offending." --Fr. Shenan
Boquet, President of Human Life International

"Peter Damian's Liber Gomorrhianus (Book of Gomorrah) tackles sexual immorality among Christians,
especially clergy and religious, with shocking frankness. Yet his unwavering condemnation of sexual
impurity appears alongside laments over the souls of those who have fallen into impurity and exhortations
that they rise again. Scholars of ecclesiastical history ... will appreciate this readily accessible and faithful
translation of the Liber Gomorrhianus." --Dr. Daniel Van Slyke, S.T.L., Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Theology at Holy Apostles College

"At a time when there is a tragic effort in our societies on both sides of the ocean, to consider normal what it
is against nature, Matthew Hoffman has to be strongly congratulated for making accessible the Liber
Gomorrhianus of St. Peter Damian, an important Doctor of the Church ... The translation is clear and well-
articulated, rendering the book in elegant English." --Msgr. Ignacio Barreiro, J.D., S.T.D., Executive
Director of the Rome Office of Human Life International

About the Author
Matthew Cullinan Hoffman's award-winning articles have appeared hundreds of times in dozens of major
newspapers, magazines, and news services, including the Wall Street Journal, London Sunday Times, Detroit
News, LifeSite News, Catholic World Report, and the National Catholic Register. He has been a Latin
America correspondent with LifeSite News since 2007, and oversaw the creation and initial direction of
Notifam, LSN's Spanish and Portuguese language service. He is currently a graduate student at Holy
Apostles College and Seminary, where he is certified for proficiency in Latin, French, Spanish, Portuguese,
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Book of Gomorrah
and St. Peter Damian's Struggle Against Ecclesiastical Corruption book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Games:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Book of Gomorrah and St. Peter Damian's Struggle
Against Ecclesiastical Corruption as your daily resource information.

Anderson Austin:

Precisely why? Because this The Book of Gomorrah and St. Peter Damian's Struggle Against Ecclesiastical
Corruption is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Charles Lee:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Book of Gomorrah and St. Peter Damian's
Struggle Against Ecclesiastical Corruption can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us
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