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Written with clarity, wit, and rigor, The Philosophy of Art provides an incisive
account of the core topics in the field.

The first volume in the new Foundations of the Philosophy of the Arts series,●

designed to provide crisp introductions to the fundamental general questions
about art, as well as to questions about the several arts (such as literature, music
or painting).
Presents a clear and insightful introduction to central topics and on-going●

debates in the philosophy of art.
Eight sections cover a wide spectrum of topics such as the interpretation of art,●

the relation between art and moral values, and the expression and arousal of
emotion through art.
Pedagogical features include full-color illustrations, vibrant examples, thought-●

provoking discussion questions and helpful suggested readings.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is an outstanding achievement in pedagogical clarity and philosophical argument, and certainly is
worth reading by students who seek an introduction to philosophy of art as well as by professionals who look
for a well-argued commentary on...the key issues in the field. Without hesitation I recommend it to all.
Thomas Heyd, Philosophy in Review

“A judicious and wide-ranging introduction to contemporary philosophy of art by one of its foremost
practitioners. Davies’s book is notable for emphasizing both the biological and cultural dimensions of
artmaking, for regularly keeping in view non-Western as well as Western modes of art, and for an exemplary
degree of clarity and reader-friendliness.” Jerrold Levinson, University of Maryland

“Davies has contributed to almost every debate in contemporary philosophy of art. Clearly written, with
intriguing examples, this book brings readers to the cutting edge of every core topic in aesthetics.” Dominic
McIver Lopes, University of British Columbia

“This book sets a new standard for introductory books in aesthetics and philosophy of art. Brief but
knowledgeable descriptions of examples show how philosophical questions arise and illustrate how various
views might be challenged. Technical terms function as tools, not burdens. Applications and connections
sections at the end of each chapter raise readers’ interest and show how much more there is to the issues
discussed. Davies’s book is a pleasure to read and manages to enliven both philosophy and the way we think
about the arts in general.” Susan Feagin, Temple University

"In the first volume in the new Foundations of the Philosophy of the Arts series by Blackwell, which is
designed to provide crisp introductions to the fundamental general questions about art, as well as to questions
about the several arts, Davies presents an insightful introduction to central topics and on-going debates in the
philosophy of art." Pavel Sedlak, Centre for Arts and New Technologies in Praque
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–Dominic McIver Lopes, University of British Columbia

“This book sets a new standard for introductory books in aesthetics and philosophy of art. Brief but
knowledgeable descriptions of examples show how philosophical questions arise and illustrate how various
views might be challenged. Technical terms function as tools, not burdens. Applications and connections
sections at the end of each chapter raise readers’ interest and show how much more there is to the issues
discussed. Davies’s book is a pleasure to read and manages to enliven both philosophy and the way we think
about the arts in general.”
–Susan Feagin, Temple University

"In the first volume in the new Foundations of the Philosophy of the Arts series by Blackwell, which is
designed to provide crisp introductions to the fundamental general questions about art, as well as to questions
about the several arts, Davies presents an insightful introduction to central topics and on-going debates in the
philosophy of art."
–Pavel Sedlak, Centre for Arts and New Technologies in Praque

From the Back Cover
In this engaging text, Stephen Davies provides an incisive account of the core subjects and questions in
contemporary philosophy of art. Topics include the interpretation of art; the relation between art, culture, and
our evolutionary heritage; the expression and arousal of emotion through art; the challenges posed by
varieties of art over time and across cultures; and provocative puzzles about the value of art.

Featuring full-color illustrations, vibrant examples, and questions for further reflection, The Philosophy of
Art offers thoughtful and provocative discussion for anyone interested in the nature and appreciation of art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Wheatley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Philosophy of Art. All
type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Anthony Moss:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Philosophy of Art can be fine book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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Jason Wahl:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Philosophy of Art it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Christopher Gobert:

The reason why? Because this The Philosophy of Art is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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