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From rumors about gnostic orgiesin antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of
alchemical texts, from the subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the
sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and countercultural
trandations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericismisrichin
references to the domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings
together an impressive array of top-level speciaists, isthefirst to analyze the
eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap generalizations, but on
the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various
contributions seek to distinguish fact from fiction-only to find that historical
realities are sometimes even stranger than the fantasies. In doing so, they revea
the outlines of alargely unknown history spanning more than twenty centuries.
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From rumors about gnostic orgiesin antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of alchemical texts, from the
subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and
countercultural trandations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericism isrich in references to the
domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings together an impressive array of top-level
specidlists, isthefirst to analyze the eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap
generalizations, but on the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various contributions seek to
distinguish fact from fiction-only to find that historical realities are sometimes even stranger than the
fantasies. In doing so, they reveal the outlines of alargely unknown history spanning more than twenty
centuries.
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Editorial Review
Review

Hidden Intercourse is a book that turns people€'s heads around, so thatthey can never think of sex the same
way again.-Joscelyn Godwin

A collection of essays addressing a doubly fascinating topic, namely, theintersection of the erotic and the
esoteric in western culture from ancient Greece to contemporary California--where west meets east, asthe
American counterculture supplements its already eclectic garb with the mantle of arefashioned Asian
Tantra.-Virginia Burrus

A thoughtful, well-written, and extremely wide-ranging text that examines the crucia role of eros/sexuality
in the western esoteric tradition.-G. William Barnard

From the Back Cover

From rumours about gnostic orgies in antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of alchemical texts, from the
subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and
countercultural trandations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericism isrich in references to the
domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings together an impressive array of top-level
specidlists, isthefirst to analyze the eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap
generalizations, but on the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few other domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various contributions seek to
distinguish fact from fiction--only to find that historical realities are sometimes even stranger than the
fantasies. In doing so, they reveal the outlines of alargely unknown history spanning more than twenty
centuries.

About the Author

Wouter J. Hanegr aaff is Professor of History of Hermetic Philosophy and Related Currents at the
University of Amsterdam, and a member of the Roya Dutch Academy of Arts and Sciences. Among his
many publicationsis the two-volume Dictionary of Gnosis and Western Esotericism.

Jeffrey J. Kripal holdsthe J. Newton Rayzor Chair in Philosophy and Religious Thought at Rice
University, where heis also the Chair of the Department of Religious Studies. He is the author of numerous
books, including Authors of the Impossible: The Paranormal and the Sacred and Esalen: Americaand the
Religion of No Religion.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Haag:

This Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality
in the History of Western Esotericism can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western
Esotericism forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Freddie Straughter:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet aways try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism.

Lloyd North:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western
Esotericism was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of
abook, you can experience enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Keith Kuhlman:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It isreferred to as
of book Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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