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Lifein the boondocks of rural Ibaraki prefecture is anything but glamorous, and
to escape her humdrum existence, Momoko, a"Lolita," fanaticizes about French
rococo, dreams of living in the palace of Versailles, and decks herself out in the
finest (and frilliest) of 18th century haute couture from an expensive Tokyo
specialty store. Her dreams of an idyllic existence are rudely interrupted by the
appearance of Ichigo, atough-talking "Y anki" motorcycle-chick (on atricked-out
moped) who's part of a girls-only biker gang known as the Ponytails. Together,
this unlikeliest of duos strikes out on a quest to find a legendary embroiderer, a
journey that takes them to back-alley pachinko parlors, chic boutiques, and epic
bike-punk battles. Novala Takemoto's hit novel [ital.] Kamikaze Girls|[ital.],
already a cult-classic in Japan and the inspiration for an internationally acclaimed
film of the same name, is more than a quirky coming-of-agetale, it's anew way
of life.
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Life in the boondocks of rural Ibaraki prefecture is anything but glamorous, and to escape her humdrum
existence, Momoko, a"Lolita," fanaticizes about French rococo, dreams of living in the palace of Versailles,
and decks herself out in the finest (and frilliest) of 18th century haute couture from an expensive Tokyo
specialty store. Her dreams of an idyllic existence are rudely interrupted by the appearance of Ichigo, a
tough-talking "Yanki" motorcycle-chick (on atricked-out moped) who's part of a girls-only biker gang
known as the Ponytails. Together, this unlikeliest of duos strikes out on a quest to find a legendary
embroiderer, ajourney that takes them to back-alley pachinko parlors, chic boutiques, and epic bike-punk
battles. Novala Takemoto's hit novel [ital.] Kamikaze Girls[ital.], aready a cult-classic in Japan and the
inspiration for an internationally acclaimed film of the same name, is more than a quirky coming-of-age tale,
it'sanew way of life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This charming example of shojo (mangafor adolescent girls) adapts a popular novel/movie and adds two
original stories dealing with the same characters and/or set in the same commercia milieu. Momoko is ultra-
sensitive and feminine, picturing herself as a pampered French princess while meticulously embroidering
frilly clothes. Ichigo is amember of agirls biker gang who hides softer emotions and dresses like afeisty
boy. When the two young people are thrown together, each helps the other develop new skills for
survival—and for living as awhole woman. Artist Kanesada continues Takemoto's story by writing and
drawing an additional episodein Ichigo's maturation, then concludes with atale about a schoolgirl who fals
in love with an older man in the garment industry. The book is more character-driven than much manga, and
the page layouts do an unusually good job of weaving together different levels of the action, as readers can
simultaneously see what the characters are doing, saying and thinking. There's something creepy about
young girls calling themselves "L olitas" and imagining that having sex with a grownup will transform them
into grownups, too. Still, there's a so a genuine sweetness about these stories as the characters grope
uncertainly with new roles and take chances that can pay off wonderfully. (Feb.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Born January 26, in Uji City, Kyoto. Aquarius.

Debuted with the novel "missin™ in 2000. Was a candidate for the Y ukio Mishima Prize for literature two
yearsin arow with "Emily" in 2003, and "Lolita' in 2004. Other novelsinclude "uloko hime," "twins," "A
Child Abandoned by Deus," and "calps alpis." His sequel to "Kamikaze Girls" was published in June of
2005.

Official website: http://www.novala.net/

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Long:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
WEell, probably you will need this Kamikaze Girls.

John Carroll;

Within other case, little persons like to read book Kamikaze Girls. Y ou can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant any book Kamikaze Girls. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching
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by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Beatrice Blakely:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this particular Kamikaze Girls to read.

Sherry Francis:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for you personally
but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Kamikaze Girls
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wishinthisera
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