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With a tally of more than five thousand killed, twenty thousand wounded, and
three thousand missing, the Battle of Antietam made September 17, 1862, the
deadliest day of combat in American history. In Opposing the Second Corps at
Antietam, Antietam scholar Marion V. Armstrong Jr. completes his magisterial
study of Antietam begun in Unfurl Those Colors! by examining Robert E. Lee’s
leadership at the climactic battle in the Confederate invasion of Union territory.

 

Eminent Civil War historians consider Antietam the turning point of the war.
Hoping to maintain the initiative they had gained at the Second Battle of Bull
Run, Confederate leaders looked to a stunning victory on Northern soil to sour
Northern sentiment on the war as well as to coax European powers to recognize
the fledgling Confederacy. Having examined McClellan’s command and role at
Antietam in Unfurl Those Colors!, Armstrong now recounts in riveting detail
Lee’s command decisions and their execution in the field, drawing on a
superlative collection of first-person accounts by Confederate veterans to narrate
the cataclysmic struggle between Lee and McClellan.

 

Armstrong sets the stage with a lively recap of the political and military events
leading up to the early fall of 1862 and foreshadowing the conflagration to come
on September 17. Each chapter then traces a critical section of the battle, the fight
for the West Woods and the bloody engagement of the Sunken Road. Armstrong
augments this collection with an exceptional set of maps, which will be valued by
scholars, readers, and visitors to the battlefield. These unique maps delineate
troop movements in intervals as brief as fifteen minutes, bringing to life the fluid,
mutable lines that characterize the glory and horror of Antietam.

 

Either together with Unfurl Those Colors! or as a stand-alone account of the
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Confederate side of the battle, Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam provides
the fullest possible understanding of the experience of Confederate soldiers at
Antietam.
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With a tally of more than five thousand killed, twenty thousand wounded, and three thousand missing, the
Battle of Antietam made September 17, 1862, the deadliest day of combat in American history. In Opposing
the Second Corps at Antietam, Antietam scholar Marion V. Armstrong Jr. completes his magisterial study of
Antietam begun in Unfurl Those Colors! by examining Robert E. Lee’s leadership at the climactic battle in
the Confederate invasion of Union territory.

 

Eminent Civil War historians consider Antietam the turning point of the war. Hoping to maintain the
initiative they had gained at the Second Battle of Bull Run, Confederate leaders looked to a stunning victory
on Northern soil to sour Northern sentiment on the war as well as to coax European powers to recognize the
fledgling Confederacy. Having examined McClellan’s command and role at Antietam in Unfurl Those
Colors!, Armstrong now recounts in riveting detail Lee’s command decisions and their execution in the field,
drawing on a superlative collection of first-person accounts by Confederate veterans to narrate the
cataclysmic struggle between Lee and McClellan.

 

Armstrong sets the stage with a lively recap of the political and military events leading up to the early fall of
1862 and foreshadowing the conflagration to come on September 17. Each chapter then traces a critical
section of the battle, the fight for the West Woods and the bloody engagement of the Sunken Road.
Armstrong augments this collection with an exceptional set of maps, which will be valued by scholars,
readers, and visitors to the battlefield. These unique maps delineate troop movements in intervals as brief as
fifteen minutes, bringing to life the fluid, mutable lines that characterize the glory and horror of Antietam.

 

Either together with Unfurl Those Colors! or as a stand-alone account of the Confederate side of the battle,
Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam provides the fullest possible understanding of the experience of
Confederate soldiers at Antietam.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Fully complementing each other, the maps and battle narratives of the companion studies Unfurl Those
Colors! and Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam together comprise the literature's clearest and most
complete tactical history of the West Woods and Sunken Road phases of the Antietam battle. These volumes
should be regarded as essential components of the 1862 Maryland Campaign bookshelf."
—Civil War Books and Authors

“Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam is an excellent companion to Unfurl Those Colors. Armstrong
masterfully recounts the key engagements of the battle at a level of detail no other scholar has done, a task
made difficult by the scarcity of Confederate sources. Historians, battlefield trampers, and enthusiasts will
welcome his deep analysis.”
—Thomas G. Clemens, editor of The Maryland Campaign of September 1862: Volume 1, South Mountain
and The Maryland Campaign of September 1862:Volume II, Antietam

“Marion V. Armstrong's Opposing The Second Corps At Antietam: The Fight For The Confederate Left And
Center On America’s Bloodiest Day is a masterful tactical study as only he can do. This is an essential book
for any Antietam library.”
—Ted Alexander, author Antietam: The Bloodiest Day and Historian, Antietam National Battlefield

About the Author

Marion V. Armstrong Jr. is the author of Unfurl Those Colors: McClellan, Sumner, and the Second Army
Corps in the Antietam Campaign. He is a retired US Army reserve officer and teaches history at Middle
Tennessee State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Opposing the
Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and Center on America's Bloodiest Day is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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Sarita Springer:

This Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and Center on America's
Bloodiest Day tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and Center on
America's Bloodiest Day can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and
Center on America's Bloodiest Day giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stacey Sims:

Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and Center on America's
Bloodiest Day can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into joy arrangement in writing Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate
Left and Center on America's Bloodiest Day nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kayla France:

This Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate Left and Center on America's
Bloodiest Day is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam: The Fight for the Confederate
Left and Center on America's Bloodiest Day can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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