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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern
societies? How should we understand the social impact of new forms of
communication and information diffusion, from the advent of printing in
fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks
today? In this major new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by
elaborating a distinctive social theory of communication media and their impact.
He argues that the development of communication media has transformed the
spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and
interaction which are no longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The
consequences of this transformation are far-reaching and impinge on many
aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal experience and
self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public
domain. Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates
the study of the media where it belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned
with the emergence, development and structural characteristics of modern
societies and their futures.
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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern societies? How should we
understand the social impact of new forms of communication and information diffusion, from the advent of
printing in fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks today? In this major
new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social theory of
communication media and their impact. He argues that the development of communication media has
transformed the spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and interaction
which are no longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The consequences of this transformation are
far-reaching and impinge on many aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal
experience and self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public domain.
Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates the study of the media where it
belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned with the emergence, development and structural
characteristics of modern societies and their futures.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Thompson is foremost among sociologists to grasp and assess the importance of the mass media in modern
social theory. He does so in this . . . fresh and compelling story of modernity. Thompson writes with
tremendous scope, insight, and precision.”?James Lull, San Jose State University

From the Back Cover
In this major new work Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social
theory of communication media and their impact.

About the Author
John B. Thompson is Reader in Sociology at the University of Cambridge and Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media was
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Media and Modernity:
A Social Theory of the Media. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Leif Gibbs:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Media and Modernity: A
Social Theory of the Media book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Marlys Wieland:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media book is
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readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the
Media is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lee Henry:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the
Media why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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