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Historians have long recognised the importance of child health during the
Industrial Revolution, but few have explored the health of working children in
any analytical detail. In this comprehensive study, Peter Kirby places the
occupational health of employed children within a broad context of social,
industrial and environmental change during the period 1780 to 1850. The book
explores the deformities, fevers, respiratory complaints, industrial injuries and
physical ill-treatment which have long been associated with child labour in the
factory workplace. The result is a more nuanced picture ofchild health and child
labour during the classic 'factory age' which raises important questions about the
enduring stereotype of the health-impaired and abused industrial child.

Peter Kirby is Professor of Social History and Director of the Centre for the
Social History of Health and Healthcare at Glasgow Caledonian University.
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Historians have long recognised the importance of child health during the Industrial Revolution, but few
have explored the health of working children in any analytical detail. In this comprehensive study, Peter
Kirby places the occupational health of employed children within a broad context of social, industrial and
environmental change during the period 1780 to 1850. The book explores the deformities, fevers, respiratory
complaints, industrial injuries and physical ill-treatment which have long been associated with child labour
in the factory workplace. The result is a more nuanced picture ofchild health and child labour during the
classic 'factory age' which raises important questions about the enduring stereotype of the health-impaired
and abused industrial child.

Peter Kirby is Professor of Social History and Director of the Centre for the Social History of Health and
Healthcare at Glasgow Caledonian University.
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Editorial Review

Review
Kirby's book challenges the traditional view of industrial child labor and establishes a research agenda for
the future. --Journal of Economic History

Kirby is not an apologist for the dangers of the early industrial workplace, but he does complicate our
understanding of them. By using modern studies of child-worker health in developing countries to shed light
on the possible medical conditions of early 19th-century operatives, the most disturbing aspect of his
research is not what it reveals about child labour 200 years ago, but about the present, when we can no
longer claim the defence of ignorance. --History Today

An excellent and comprehensive study of the occupational health of child workers in the most high-profile
areas of the industrial sector. It makes a significant contribution to debates on child labour, and the impact of
industry on health and daily life. Kirby paints a notably more optimistic picture of the industrial workplace
than we are used to. . . . The book is an excellent introduction to the topic for students and researchers alike.
--Economic History Review

About the Author
Peter Kirby is Professor of Social History and Director of the Centre for the Social History of Health and
Healthcare at Glasgow Caledonian University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Child Workers and Industrial Health in Britain, 1780-
1850 (People, Markets, Goods: Economies and Societies in History).

Joseph Cobble:

The book Child Workers and Industrial Health in Britain, 1780-1850 (People, Markets, Goods: Economies
and Societies in History) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Child Workers and Industrial Health in Britain, 1780-1850
(People, Markets, Goods: Economies and Societies in History) being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open up and read a publication Child Workers and Industrial Health in Britain,
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1780-1850 (People, Markets, Goods: Economies and Societies in History). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ramona Wegener:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Child Workers and Industrial Health
in Britain, 1780-1850 (People, Markets, Goods: Economies and Societies in History) book as nice and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dexter Forsyth:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Child Workers and Industrial Health in Britain, 1780-1850 (People, Markets, Goods: Economies
and Societies in History) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free
time problems.
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