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Asif convinced that al divination of the future is somehow are-visioning of the
past, Kwame Dawes reminds us of the clairvoyance of haunting. The lyric poems
in City of Bones: A Testament constitute a restless jeremiad for our times, and
Dawes' sinimitable voice peoples this collection with multitudes of souls
urgently and forcefully singing, shouting, groaning, and dreaming about the
African diasporic present and future.

As the twentieth collection in the poet’ s hallmarked career, City of Bones reaches
apinnacle, adding another chapter to the grand narrative of invention and
discovery cradled in the art of empathy that has defined his prodigious body of
work. Dawes's formal mastery is matched only by the precision of hisinsights
into what is at stake in our livestoday. These poems are shot through with music
from the drum to reggae to the blues to jazz to gospel, proving that Dawes is the
ambassador of words and worlds.
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Asif convinced that al divination of the future is somehow are-visioning of the past, Kwame Dawes
reminds us of the clairvoyance of haunting. The lyric poemsin City of Bones. A Testament constitute a
restless jeremiad for our times, and Dawes' s inimitable voice peoples this collection with multitudes of souls
urgently and forcefully singing, shouting, groaning, and dreaming about the African diasporic present and
future.

Asthe twentieth collection in the poet’ s hallmarked career, City of Bones reaches a pinnacle, adding another
chapter to the grand narrative of invention and discovery cradled in the art of empathy that has defined his
prodigious body of work. Dawes's formal mastery is matched only by the precision of hisinsights into what
isat stakein our livestoday. These poems are shot through with music from the drum to reggae to the blues
to jazz to gospel, proving that Dawes is the ambassador of words and worlds.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The City of Bones stands beside the light found in Claudia Rankine’s Citizen. It is an urgent work of poetry
that begets civic empathy, indictment, and clarity; one that standsin, but will travel well beyond, its own
time. Thisisamajor new book by amajor poet." —Rebecca Gayle Howell, author of Render: An
Apocalypse

“ City of Bonesis a poet’s testament, his vision of time’s past and future. Composed in alanguage that is
highly intelligent, tightly wrought, and buoyant—the inherent lyric quality derivesits swing from reggae,
blues, jazz, gospel, and spoken-word traditions—it is aroad map tarred in civilizational wisdom. Thisisan
astonishingly fine book. If | were to predict a future Nobel Prize winner in literature, it would more than
likely be Kwame Dawes.”

—Sudeep Sen, author of EroText and editor of The HarperCollins Book of English Poetry

“In this book-length journey, Kwame Dawes guides the reader through the many circles of mnemonic hell.
His are poems nailed into the white pages with the force of bestial silence; thick-neck poems written by a
poet with hands and ear for old bones, for the shattering of breaking time, for the rituals of manhood.
Whenever | picked a new book from the shelf, | aways hoped it would be exactly this.” —Valzhyna Mort,
author of Factory of Tears

“Thistestament is one of the remarkable books of contemporary English-language letters. | celebrate Dawes
and his achievement, and in doing so celebrate all those who have a space in his poems and all those who are
able to tune into his remarkable music, intellect, and spirit.”

—John Kinsdlla, author of Jam Tree Gully and Firebreaks

“Extending Kwame Dawes's already wide-ranging and prolific body of work, City of Bonesis a testament to
acomplicated past that replaysitself in the daily lives of so many Americanstoday. In the shadow of the
Thirteenth Amendment Dawes remixes the works of August Wilson and brings lucidity to our present
moment. Unafraid to trouble the waters and make clear why American race relations exist as they currently
do, City of Bones sets the record straight and leaves no doubt that the past is ever present and we have not yet
overcome. City of Bones should leave no question in the minds of any contemporary reader that Kwame
Dawes is one of the most significant poets working today. Thisis poetry’ s ‘ Redemption Song.””

—NMatthew Shenoda, author of Tahrir Suite

“Why read Kwame Dawes? Because he knows how to ‘listen for the calm voice of God.” Because he will
show you how to grieve and not be torn open. Because his poem “The Things Y ou Forget in Jail” shares with
us empathy so unlike that of most North American poets at work today. Go back to him because Dawesisin
love with ‘music of mint, ginger root, garlic, sweet / onion” of our language, its tormented ‘ promise of good
earth.” Why read him? Because words ‘ when spoken will soften / your chest.” Why read Kwame Dawes?
Because you cannot stop. Because Dawes is the poet to read when ‘al talking / is over’ and you sit alonein
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thisroom.” —Ilya Kaminsky, author of Dancing in Odessa

"One of Kwame Dawes's many giftsis a supreme ability to absorb his reading of others and make it his own.
Hisisawaysasignal voice, but in it you hear legions: the stories of men and women, from the present and
the past. There are constantsin hiswork: faith in meaning beyond the passage of time and the dissolution of
the body—whilst at the same time investing so bracingly in its resistant physicality; the urge for freedom and
justicein aracialized landscape of constant entanglements; and a concern with the relationship between
tradition and innovation in art. 'Thieving' is akey poem in this collection where yet again Kwame Dawes
makes it new." —Jeremy Poynting, Managing Editor of Peepal Tree Press

About the Author

KWAME DAWES isthe author of nineteen books of poetry aswell as numerous collections of fiction,
criticism, and essays, and the editor of more than a dozen anthologies. Dawes is Glenna Luschei Editor of
Prairie Schooner and teaches at the University of Nebraska and in the Pacific M.F.A. Writing Program. He
is the founding director of the African Poetry Book Fund and the artistic director of the Calabash
International Literary Festival. He livesin Lincoln, Nebraska.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Browning:

The book City of Bones: A Testament (Triquarterly Books) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
need to use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book City of Bones: A
Testament (Triquarterly Books) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like
wide open and read areserve City of Bones: A Testament (Triquarterly Books). Kinds of book arealot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Betsy Aguilar:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This City of Bones:
A Testament (Triguarterly Books) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.
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Corey Johnson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This City of Bones: A Testament (Triquarterly Books) book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with
City of Bones: A Testament (Triquarterly Books) content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you
nonetheless thinking City of Bones. A Testament (Triquarterly Books) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Margaret James:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generaly there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important in your case. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this City of Bones: A Testament (Triquarterly
Books) can make you experience more interested to read.
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