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Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied Research provides a
very practical, step-by-step guide to collecting and managing qualitative data.
The data collection chapters focus on the three most often used forms of
qualitative data collection: participant observation, in-depth interviews, and focus
groups. The book also contains chapters on other practical aspects of qualitative
field research often neglected in textbooks, including sampling, data
management, research ethics, and supplementary data collection activities.
Designed as an instructional field manual, this textbook includes many checklists
and tips for how to use each technique while doing research. It also includes
numerous real-life examples and cases, making it easy for readers to see the
broader picture.
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Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied Research provides a very practical, step-by-
step guide to collecting and managing qualitative data. The data collection chapters focus on the three most
often used forms of qualitative data collection: participant observation, in-depth interviews, and focus
groups. The book also contains chapters on other practical aspects of qualitative field research often
neglected in textbooks, including sampling, data management, research ethics, and supplementary data
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Editorial Review

Review
“The real strength of the text is the hands on approach: How to actually do field research rather than just
thinking about it. The examples are wonderful. The text is written in a very accessible way for students. It is
not filled with jargon. I also like the attention to focus groups as a research method separate from individual
interviews. The attention in each chapter to conducting qualitative research in international settings is
unique and a real strength of this text.” (Laura S. Abrams 2011-10-28)

About the Author
Greg Guest received his Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Georgia.  Over the past 15 years, he
has designed and managed public health research studies in more than 15 countries.  Greg is currently the
Director of Research and Evaluation in the Economic Development and Livelihoods department at FHI 360.
 In this capacity he oversees multisite, mixed methods, research and evaluation activities across multiple
fields of public health.  Guest's other books include two edited volumes?Globalization, Health and the
Environment: An Integrated Perspective (AltaMira, 2005) and Handbook for Team- Based Qualitative
Research (AltaMira 2008)?and two co-authored monographs Applied Thematic Analysis (Sage 2012) and
Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied Research (Sage 2013). He's published articles in
journals such as Field Methods, Journal of Mixed Methods Research, American Journal of Public Health,
JAIDS, AIDS Care, AIDS Education and Prevention, African Journal of AIDS Research, AIDS and Behavior,
Journal of Family Planning and Reproductive Health Care and Journal of Health Communication.  Guest is
also owner of the research consulting firm Social Research Solutions, which specializes in methodological
training and consultation (www.socialresearchsolutions.com).

Emily E. Namey, MA, has over 10 years’ experience applying her skills in project management and
knowledge of research methods to the design, implementation, conduct, monitoring, and dissemination of
public health research. Emily recently  rejoined FHI 360, where she manages domestic and international
qualitative and mixed methods projects related to health disparities and HIV prevention. Prior to her work at
FHI 360, she spent over 5 years at Duke University, splitting time among the Institute for Genome Sciences
and Policy, the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and the Trent Center for Bioethics. At Duke,
Emily implemented qualitative research on subjects ranging from maternity care to vaccine trial participation
to ethical approaches to genomic research recruitment to the use and understanding of Certificates of
Confidentiality. She has experience in the private sector as well, having completed projects at Intel
Corporation and Nike, Inc. Emily has designed and led qualitative research training courses in more than a
dozen countries and has co-authored several methodological publications, including Collecting Qualitative
Data (Sage 2012), Applied Thematic Analysis (Sage 2012), Qualitative Research Methods: A Data
Collector’s Field Guide (Family Health International, 2005) and “Data reduction techniques for large
qualitative datasets” in Handbook for Team-based Qualitative Research (AltaMira  2008).  Her publications
also include articles in Social Science & Medicine, Fertility and Sterility, AIDS Care, IRB, and the Journal of
Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics. Emily received her MA in applied anthropology from
Northern Arizona University.
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Marilyn L. Mitchell is a cultural anthropologist with extensive experience in quantitative and qualitative
research design, interviewing techniques, cultural analysis, survey development, sampling, and forecasting.
She works as an independent researcher and as an associate of Gray Insight, for clients that have included
dozens of Fortune 500 companies, educational institutions, government agencies, and nonprofit
organizations in the United States and nearly 100 other countries. She has lectured on social science research
and related topics at University of California, Los Angeles , University of Southern California, San Francisco
State University, the Nissan Summer Institute for Instructors at Historically Black Colleges, Chapman
University, the U.S. Army’s Human Terrain Systems, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Marilyn earned her BA, MA, and PhD in cultural anthropology and BS in biology from the University of
California at Irvine and conducted her dissertation research at the National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka,
Japan. She is also the author of Employing Qualitative Methods in the Private Sector (Sage, 1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied
Research.

John Enriquez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied Research can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Chad Jones:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is Collecting Qualitative Data: A Field Manual for Applied Research. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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Christina Webb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Collecting Qualitative Data: A
Field Manual for Applied Research.
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