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Fluent Selves examines narrative practices throughout lowland South America
focusing on indigenous communities in Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru,
illuminating the social and cultural processes that make the past as important as
the present for these peoples. This collection brings together leading scholars in
the fields of anthropology and linguistics to examine the intersection of these
narratives of the past with the construction of personhood. The volume’s
exploration of autobiographical and biographical accounts raises questions about
fieldwork, ethical practices, and cultural boundaries in the study of anthropology.

Rather than relying on a simple opposition between the “Western individual” and
the non-Western rest, contributors to Fluent Selves explore the complex interplay
of both individualizing as well as relational personhood in these practices.
Transcending classic debates over the categorization of “myth” and “history,” the
autobiographical and biographical narratives in Fluent Selves illustrate the very
medium in which several modes of engaging with the past meet, are reconciled,
and reemerge. 
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Fluent Selves examines narrative practices throughout lowland South America focusing on indigenous
communities in Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru, illuminating the social and cultural processes that make the
past as important as the present for these peoples. This collection brings together leading scholars in the
fields of anthropology and linguistics to examine the intersection of these narratives of the past with the
construction of personhood. The volume’s exploration of autobiographical and biographical accounts raises
questions about fieldwork, ethical practices, and cultural boundaries in the study of anthropology.

Rather than relying on a simple opposition between the “Western individual” and the non-Western rest,
contributors to Fluent Selves explore the complex interplay of both individualizing as well as relational
personhood in these practices. Transcending classic debates over the categorization of “myth” and “history,”
the autobiographical and biographical narratives in Fluent Selves illustrate the very medium in which several
modes of engaging with the past meet, are reconciled, and reemerge. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"Highly recommended for all scholars of South American peoples, and its use cross-culturally is of equal
value."—Norman E. Whitten, Jr., Journal of Anthropological Research
(Norman E. Whitten, Jr. Journal of Anthropological Research 2015-07-08)

"Fluent Selves is undoubtedly an important landmark in the study of biographical and autobiographical
narratives in Amazonia."—Juan Luis Rodriguez, Anthropological Linguistics
(Juan Luis Rodriguez Anthropological Linguistics)

“[Fluent Selves
] is an astonishingly well-written collection of firsthand accounts of particular Native persons’ experiences
with ‘colonialism,’ ‘development,’ and ‘civilizing practices.’ It is a major contribution to several fields: the
comparative ethnographic and social historical study of lowland South America, postcolonial studies of
self/structural interaction, and the psychological study of Native American trauma passed down through
generations.”—Kathleen Fine-Dare, coeditor of Border Crossings: Transnational Americanist Anthropology
(Kathleen Fine-Dare 2014-02-28)

About the Author

Suzanne Oakdale is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of New Mexico. She is the
author of I Foresee My Life: The Ritual Performance of Autobiography in an Amazonian Community
(Nebraska, 2005). Magnus Course is a senior lecturer in social anthropology at the University of Edinburgh.
He is the author of Becoming Mapuche: Person and Ritual in Indigenous Chile.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Walsh:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America, you may tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.
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Esther Belote:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Fluent
Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America.

Christine Mata:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Fluent Selves:
Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Janice Hayes:

You can get this Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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