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The musical scores of Stanley Kubrick’s films are often praised as being
innovative and forward-looking. Despite playing such an important part in his
productions, however, the ways in which Kubrick used music to great effect is
still somewhat mysterious to many viewers. Although some viewers may know a
little about the music in 2001 or A Clockwork Orange, few are aware of the
particulars behind the music in Kubrick's other films.

In Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films, Christine Lee Gengaro
provides an in-depth exploration of the music that was composed for Kubrick’s
films and places the pre-existent music he utilized into historical context.
Gengaro discusses the music in every single work, from Kubrick’s first films,
including the documentary shorts The Flying Padre and Day of the Fight,
through all of his feature films, from Fear and Desire to Eyes Wide Shut. No film
is left out; no cue is ignored.

Besides closely examining the scores composed by Gerald Fried for Kubrick’s
early works, Gengaro pays particular attention to five of the director’s most
provocative and acclaimed films—2001: A Space Odyssey, A Clockwork Orange,
Barry Lyndon, The Shining, and Eyes Wide Shut. For each film, she engages the
reader by explaining how the music was excerpted (and changed, in some cases),
and how the historical facts about a musical piece add layers of
meaning—sometimes unintended—to the films.

Meant for film lovers, music lovers, and scholars, Listening to Stanley Kubrick is
a thoroughly researched examination into the musical elements of one of
cinema’s most brilliant artists. Appropriate for a cinema studies or music
classroom, this volume will also appeal to any fan of Kubrick’s films.
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The musical scores of Stanley Kubrick’s films are often praised as being innovative and forward-looking.
Despite playing such an important part in his productions, however, the ways in which Kubrick used music
to great effect is still somewhat mysterious to many viewers. Although some viewers may know a little about
the music in 2001 or A Clockwork Orange, few are aware of the particulars behind the music in Kubrick's
other films.

In Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films, Christine Lee Gengaro provides an in-depth
exploration of the music that was composed for Kubrick’s films and places the pre-existent music he utilized
into historical context. Gengaro discusses the music in every single work, from Kubrick’s first films,
including the documentary shorts The Flying Padre and Day of the Fight, through all of his feature films,
from Fear and Desire to Eyes Wide Shut. No film is left out; no cue is ignored.

Besides closely examining the scores composed by Gerald Fried for Kubrick’s early works, Gengaro pays
particular attention to five of the director’s most provocative and acclaimed films—2001: A Space Odyssey,
A Clockwork Orange, Barry Lyndon, The Shining, and Eyes Wide Shut. For each film, she engages the reader
by explaining how the music was excerpted (and changed, in some cases), and how the historical facts about
a musical piece add layers of meaning—sometimes unintended—to the films.

Meant for film lovers, music lovers, and scholars, Listening to Stanley Kubrick is a thoroughly researched
examination into the musical elements of one of cinema’s most brilliant artists. Appropriate for a cinema
studies or music classroom, this volume will also appeal to any fan of Kubrick’s films.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a fascinating look at the films of Kubrick as well as the importance that music plays in setting a scene
in a film. It is appropriate for larger universities with extensive film studies collections. (American Reference
Books Annual)

In a study that focuses on Kubrick's use of music in both his full-length features and his documentaries,
Gengaro (Los Angeles City College) succeeds in her aim to reach readers both with and without musical
background. As is well-known from the literature on Kubrick, especially Paul Merkley's article "'Stanley
Hates This but I Like It!': North vs. Kubrick on the Music for 2001: A Space Odyssey" (published in the fall
2007 issue of The Journal of Film Music), there are behind-the-scenes twists and turns with the director's
decision making vis-à-vis music: for example, his opting to use a temp score rather than composer Alex
North's original music. This aspect, sometimes believed to be simply Kubrick's own sense of directorial
authority, makes the history of the music difficult to track down. Gengaro offers analyses that will satisfy
those who know the film music and at the same time enable those new to the study of film music to find a
place to begin their explorations. An engaging read, this book is the most comprehensive study of its kind in
English. Summing Up: Essential. All readers.  (CHOICE)

Christine Gengaro’s book is a comprehensive overview and analysis of American film director Stanley
Kubrick’s musical practices. A notable extension of her dissertation research on Kubrick’s A Clockwork
Orange, it fills an important gap in the bibliography of film studies, Kubrick studies, and film score studies,
locating important sources for research on Kubrick’s soundtracks and highlighting some of the major
scholarly arguments and concerns surrounding his work. This book is a compendium, pulling together
diverse materials on the director’s approach to film scoring: Kubrick biographies, commentaries on his craft,
articles on the effects of his musical choices, and analyses of the scores themselves, including composition
and reception histories for the many pre-existing pieces he used. In short, Listening to Stanley Kubrick
should be any scholar’s first stop when embarking upon a study of the auteur’s musical choices. . . .Gengaro
also shares many of her own observations, based on a wide breadth of research, while making reference to
and synthesizing the work of other scholars in the field. What makes her book especially valuable, then, is its
usefulness as an introduction to lines of scholarly inquiry that are essential to understanding not only
Kubrick’s approach to scoring his films, but also trends in the academic study of Kubrick more generally.
Listening to Stanley Kubrick is a biography, a bibliography, and a preliminary analysis of Kubrick and his
musical choices, and is an important first stop for anyone—scholar, enthusiast, or both—looking to pursue a
deeper understanding of Stanley Kubrick’s influential body of films. (Notes: Quarterly Journal of the Music
Library Association)

Listening to Stanley Kubrick is intended foremost to be a useful resource for anyone interested in the music
in Kubrick’s films. It achieves this goal and much more. Readers who are unfamiliar with any of the films
will find it an excellent starting place. (Journal of the Society for American Music)

In Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films, Christine Gengaro provides an in-depth exploration
of the music that was composed for Stanley Kubrick’s films and places the pre-existent music he utilized into
historical context. Gengaro discusses the music in every single work, from Kubrick’s first films—including
the documentary shorts The Flying Padre and Day of the Fight—to all of his features films, from Fear and
Desire to Eyes Wide Shut. No film is left out; no cue is ignored. This book offers a thoroughly researched
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examination into the musical elements of one of cinema’s most brilliant artists.

About the Author
Christine Lee Gengaro, PhD, is associate professor in the department of music at Los Angeles City
College. She has contributed essays to The Journal of Popular Music and Society, Anthony Burgess and
Modernity (2008), and The Worlds of Back to the Future (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Nobles:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Viola Ball:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films can be your answer because it can be
read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Carolyn Charles:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in
His Films is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

James Stevens:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Listening to Stanley Kubrick: The Music in His Films when you desired it?
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