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The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropol ogist Roxana
Waterson that has become aclassicinitsfield. It isfirst book of itskind to
present a detailed picture of houses within the complex social and symbolic
fabric of indigenous South-East Asian peoples.

The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links
between architectural forms across the region, it reveals a much wider field of
inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures extending as far
afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islands to New Zealand and Hawaii.
Asit probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian
socia systems, The Living House reveals new insights into the kinship systems,
gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples who build them,
ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force
and life processesinherent in al of these cultures.

A vivid pictureis produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape
people—how rules about layout and spatial usage impact social relationships.
The book concludes with a consideration of present-day changes affecting the
fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region. This book
will be of tremendous interest to architects and historians, and anyone interested
in the indigenous art and cultures of South-East Asia.
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The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropol ogist Roxana Waterson that has become a
classicinitsfield. Itisfirst book of itskind to present adetailed picture of houses within the complex socia
and symbolic fabric of indigenous South-East Asian peoples.

The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links between architectural forms across
the region, it reveals amuch wider field of inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures
extending as far afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islandsto New Zealand and Hawaii. Asit
probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian social systems, The Living House
reveals new insights into the kinship systems, gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples
who build them, ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force and life
processes inherent in all of these cultures.

A vivid pictureis produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape people—how rules about
layout and spatial usage impact socia relationships. The book concludes with a consideration of present-day
changes affecting the fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region. This book will be
of tremendous interest to architects and historians, and anyone interested in the indigenous art and cultures of
South-East Asia
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Roxana Water son studied anthropology at New Hall, Cambridge, earning her Ph.D. in 1981. She has been
doing fieldwork with the Saldan Torgja people of Sulawes since 1978, and has traveled widely in Southeast
Asiain search of indigenous architectures. Since 1984, she has lived in Singapore where she is an Associate
Professor in the Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kathy Natal:

The book The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecturein South-East Asia gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asiato become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew
or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read abook The Living House: An
Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

David Musick:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia.

Mary Grubb:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Living House: An Anthropology
of Architecture in South-East Asia, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.
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Juan Turgeon:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you
haveto do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One
of the books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Living House: An Anthropology of
Architecture in South-East Asia. Thisbook and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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