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Thomas Mann predicted that no manner or mode in literature would be so typical
or so pervasive in the twentieth century as the grotesque. Assuredly he was
correct. The subjects and methods of our comic literature (and much of our other
literature) are regularly disturbing and often repulsive?no laughing matter.

In this ambitious study, John R. Clark seeks to elucidate the major tactics and
topics deployed in modern literary dark humor. In Part I he explores the satiric
strategies of authors of the grotesque, strategies that undercut conventional usage
and form: the de-basement of heroes, the denigration of language and style, the
disruption of normative narrative technique, and even the debunking of authors
themselves. Part II surveys major recurrent themes of grotesquerie: tedium,
scatology, cannibalism, dystopia, and Armageddon or the end of the world.

Clearly the literature of the grotesque is obtrusive and ugly, its effect morbid and
disquieting?and deliberately meant to be so. Grotesque literature may be
unpleasant, but it is patently insightful. Indeed, as Clark shows, all of the
strategies and topics employed by this literature stem from age-old and spirited
traditions.

Critics have complained about this grim satiric literature, asserting that it is dank,
cheerless, unsavory, and negative. But such an interpretation is far too simplistic.
On the contrary, as Clark demonstrates, such grotesque writing, in its power and
its prevalence in the past and present, is in fact conventional, controlled,
imaginative, and vigorous?no mean achievements for any body of art.
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Thomas Mann predicted that no manner or mode in literature would be so typical or so pervasive in the
twentieth century as the grotesque. Assuredly he was correct. The subjects and methods of our comic
literature (and much of our other literature) are regularly disturbing and often repulsive?no laughing matter.

In this ambitious study, John R. Clark seeks to elucidate the major tactics and topics deployed in modern
literary dark humor. In Part I he explores the satiric strategies of authors of the grotesque, strategies that
undercut conventional usage and form: the de-basement of heroes, the denigration of language and style, the
disruption of normative narrative technique, and even the debunking of authors themselves. Part II surveys
major recurrent themes of grotesquerie: tedium, scatology, cannibalism, dystopia, and Armageddon or the
end of the world.

Clearly the literature of the grotesque is obtrusive and ugly, its effect morbid and disquieting?and
deliberately meant to be so. Grotesque literature may be unpleasant, but it is patently insightful. Indeed, as
Clark shows, all of the strategies and topics employed by this literature stem from age-old and spirited
traditions.

Critics have complained about this grim satiric literature, asserting that it is dank, cheerless, unsavory, and
negative. But such an interpretation is far too simplistic. On the contrary, as Clark demonstrates, such
grotesque writing, in its power and its prevalence in the past and present, is in fact conventional, controlled,
imaginative, and vigorous?no mean achievements for any body of art.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In an age of darkness the satiric grotesque proves that the artistic imagination is as lively and innovative as
it has ever been."?Year's Work in English Studies

About the Author
John R. Clark is professor of English at the University of South Florida in Tampa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Modern Satiric Grotesque and Its Traditions.

Deborah Tate:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Modern Satiric
Grotesque and Its Traditions. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Michael Short:

Beside this specific The Modern Satiric Grotesque and Its Traditions in your phone, it can give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have The Modern Satiric Grotesque and Its Traditions because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book in addition to read it from right now!
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Maria Huffman:

This The Modern Satiric Grotesque and Its Traditions is brand new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Modern Satiric Grotesque
and Its Traditions can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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